
ITANAGAR, March 8: 
International Women’s Day (IWD) was 
celebrated across the state with various 
programmes on Saturday, March 8.

This year’s IWD theme is ‘Ac-
celerate Action’.

In Itanagar, the women & child 
development (WCD) department, 
in collaboration with the Arunachal 
Pradesh State Commission for Wom-
en (APSCW), the Arunachal Pradesh 
State Legal Services Authority (AP-
SLSA), the Arunachal Pradesh Wom-
en’s Welfare Society (APWWS), the 
textile & handicraft department, The 
Arunachal Birds and Bees Talk, and 
the Itanagar Cycling Club, celebrated 
IWD at the DK Convention Hall on Sat-
urday.

This year, eight individuals and 
five institutions were conferred the 
Women Achievers Award.

WCD Commissioner Mimum 
Tayeng in her address emphasised the 
role of women as nurturers of family and 
society. She said that the WCD depart-
ment introduced the Women Achievers 
Award in 2020 “to honour appreciate 
and recognise the contributions of the 
extraordinary women in socioeconomic 
development and their   commitment.”

WCD Minister Dasanglu Pul in 
her address spoke on the “disadvan-
tages of social media as one of the 
major drawbacks of women’s advance-
ment who are most likely to be trapped 
in cyber-crimes,” the WCD department 
informed in a release.

Pul further said that “involve-
ment of women in money laundering is 
a growing concern.

“Women are often drawn to 
money laundering schemes due to 
financial difficulties, lack of educa-

tion, or coercion by partners or fam-
ily members,” she said, adding that 
“preventive steps are required to be 
taken in this regard.”

She affirmed that the state 
government is committed to empow-
er women. “Therefore, to combat the 
situation, awareness camps will be 
organised by the department and a 
comprehensive initiative can only 
lead to a potential solution,” Pul said.

MLA Chakat Aboh said that 
“there is an increase of women rep-
resentation in the Assembly in recent 
times, leading towards more partici-
pation of women in policymaking.” 
She emphasised the importance of 
unity and cooperation “for imbibing 
the sense of belongingness to en-
courage and uplift women,” the re-
lease stated.
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ITANAGAR, March 9:
Chief Minister Pema Khandu has 
urged upon the leaders of the state’s 
apex students body, the Arunachal 
Pradesh Students’ Union (AAPSU) 
to retrospect and bring in reforms to 
cleanse its election process from ‘cor-
ruption’.

Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the Inter-Tribe Festival – 2025, 
organized by AAPSU here today, the 

Chief Minister termed ‘corruption’ as 
one of the major hurdles in function-
ing of a government as well as any 
organization. 

“You may be aware that we 
have upgraded the erstwhile Special 
Investigation Cell (SIC) to Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau (ACB), giving it more teeth 
to deal with corruption in the state gov-
ernment. But you must also know that 
corruption is not confined to govern-

ment and its employees,” he said.
Khandu pointed that in line 

with the state government’s commit-
ment to check corruption through re-
forms like establishment of the State 
Selection Board and overhauling of 
the State Public Service Commission, 
AAPSU needs to bring in reforms to 
check ‘money-factor’ in its election 
process. 

CM attends Inter-Tribe Festival
TEZU, March 7: 
Union Minister of State for Railways 
and Jal Shakti, V Somanna visited 
Tezu in Lohit district to take a com-
prehensive review of various Central-
ly Sponsored Schemes (CSS). During 
the visit, Lohit Deputy Commissioner 
Kesang Ngurup Damo provided an 
in-depth presentation on the district's 
development, highlighting the ongo-
ing schemes, their progress, and the 
achievements thus far.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Somanna stressed the importance 
of working efficiently to address the 
needs of the downtrodden and ensur-
ing rapid development of the region. 
He exhorted all stakeholders to pri-
oritize public welfare and ensure that 
the benefits of these schemes reach 
the people in a timely and effective 
manner.

The Union Minister also high-
lighted the need for better coordina-
tion between the State Govt and the 
Centre to streamline the implementa-
tion of development programs.

Somanna also highlighted the 

importance of the Jan Ashaudhi Yoja-
na, which aims to provide affordable 
and quality medicines to the public. 
He assured that he would provide all 
necessary help and support to the 
district to the best of his capacity.

Lok Sabha MP Tapir Gao, in 
his speech, raised concerns about the 
National Social Assistance Program 
(NSAP), stating that the program is 
largely dependent on the state gov-
ernment’s funding, as there is no ade-
quate grant from the Govt of India. He 
called for greater central assistance 
to ensure the sustainability of the pro-
gram, which provides social security 
to the elderly, widows, and differently-
abled individuals.

Gao also expressed the need 
to revamp and upgrade the Angan-
wadi centers, emphasizing that these 
centres are crucial for the health and 
development of children and mothers. 
He called for improved infrastructure, 
training for staff, and better resource 
allocation to ensure the centres can 
effectively serve the community.

Central Minister reviews centrally 
sponsored schemes in Tezu

International Women’s Day celebrated across State

ROING, March 7: 
An MoU extension for three years, to 
enhance the school education sys-
tem in Lower Dibang Valley district, 
was signed between the Department 
of Education, LDV and Adhyayan 
Quality Education Foundation, in 
presence of Deputy Commissioner 
Soumya Saurabh by DDSE Amih 
Lego, DPC (ISSE) Minli Tasar, BEO 
(Academics) Obang Langkham and 
Director (Adhyayan) Manju Gupta 
and Programme Manager (Adhyay-
an Quality Education Foundation) 
Hengam Riba.

This agreement focuses 
on the holistic development of the 
school ecosystem, as per NEP 2020 
mandate, with special emphasis on 
strengthening school complexes to 
improve learning outcomes across 
the district.

The collaboration aims to 
enhance teacher pedagogical and 
assessment competencies, foster 
community engagement, promote 
strong and visionary leadership, and 
transform school complexes into vi-
brant learning hubs. The initiative 
aligns with the government’s broader 
vision of making schools centers of 
academic excellence while also en-
suring holistic student development. 

Extension MoU 
signed on enhance 

the school 
education systemITANAGAR, March 12: 

State Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Pawan Kumar Sain along with Jt 
Chief Electoral Officer Liken Koyu, 
and Dy Chief Electoral Officer Shania 
Kayem Mize had a routine coordina-
tion meeting with the representatives 
of all political parties at the Nirvachan 
Bhawan on Wednesday, March 12.

The meeting aimed to inter-
act with political parties and address 
their unresolved grievances, if any, in 
accordance with the established law 
and strengthen electoral processes 
in the State.

During the meeting, the politi-
cal parties were made aware of vari-
ous modifications in the existing pro-
cess of revision activities such as in-
troduction of four qualifying dates in 
a year namely, 1st January, 1st April, 
1st July and 1st October, in place of 
one qualifying date viz 1st January, 
stated the CEO.

Hence, the citizens who will 
become eligible with reference to 
any of the four qualifying dates have 
been given a facility to file their ad-
vance application for registration, 
during Annual Summary Revision as 
well as after the final publication.

As per major modifications in 
the registration forms which came 
into force on 1st August (2022), Form 

6, which was applicable for registra-
tion of new electors, and provision for 
application for shifting from one con-
stituency to another constituency, will       
now be used only for the registration 
of new electors

Form 7 saw applications for 
objection for proposed inclusion/
deletion of name in existing elec-
toral roll; deletion of absent, shifted 
and dead voters. It will exist for the 
same purpose with slight modifica-
tions. Now, provision for attaching 
the death certificate has also been 
made.

Form 8, which was used for 
correction to particulars entered in 
electoral roll, will now be applica-
ble for shifting of residence within 
or across constituencies; correction 
of entries in existing electoral roll; 
replacement of EPIC, and marking 
of Person with Disability, stated the 
CEO.

However, the CEO added that 
any objection for deletion of name in 
the existing electoral roll, one must fill 
in Form 7 and not in any plain paper. 
The procedures are:

(a) The application can be 
made by an elector registered in the 
existing electoral roll of the constitu-
ency.

CEO holds meeting with 
political parties

West Siang on the 
way to declared 

‘Avoidable Blindness 
Free’ District

AALO, March 7: 
The National Programme for Control 
of Blindness and Visual Impairment 
(NPCBVI) is proceeding with the 
Declaration of West Siang District 
as Avoidable Blindness Free by 31st 
March, 2025.
	 In the run up to the NPCBVI 
event, the Health Department is en-
gaged in mobilization of the commu-
nity to cooperate in campaigns, train-
ing of staff and volunteers involved 
to achieve the target. The ASHAs 
and other primary health care work-
ers are already working in the field 
and all rural communities have been 
screened. In this direction, a train-
ing of volunteers for screening of 
township area was conducted today 
by the Ophthalmologists and Para-
Medical Ophthalmic Assistant. The 
screening of the township area for 
operable cataract cases will be start-
ed immediately and all the operable 
cases detected in rural and urban 
areas will be operated free of cost at 
General Hospital, Aalo. 

Library-on-Wheels 
drive programme 

conducted
LAZU, March 7: 
Lazu EAC NL Naam urged students 
to imbibe the habit of reading books 
at a young age.
	 Naam was speaking dur-
ing a ‘library on wheels’ programme 
organised on Friday, March 7 at 
the government secondary school 
(GSS) here by the Tirap district li-
brary as part of a ‘library awareness 
campaign’. Commending the public 
libraries department for organising 
the programme at rural schools of 
the district, Naam emphasised on 
the importance of libraries in the 
tribal society. He suggested to the 
Lazu GSS authorities to “start a mini 
school library for the benefit of young 
potential readers of the school.”
	 Tirap DLIO Chaphun Sumn-
yan spoke on the concept of ‘library-
on-wheels’, which aims to promote 
literacy and cultivate people’s inter-
est and love for reading by bringing 
books directly to people’s doorsteps.
A free-of-cost library membership 
drive was also carried out for the 
students of Lazu GSS during the 
programme.

ITANAGAR, March 6: 
Governor KT Parnaik on Thursday, 
March 6 emphasised the crucial role 
of MLAs in bridging the government’s 
vision with grassroots realities, and 
asserted that legislators must focus 
on the state’s growth and inclusive 
development.

Addressing the legislators 
on the inaugural day of the budget 
session of the state assembly, the 
governor stated that effective imple-
mentation of government schemes 
depends significantly on the efforts of 
lawmakers on Thursday, March 6.

“As elected representatives, 

your deep understanding of local 
needs enables you to champion ini-
tiatives that enhance the quality of life 
of the people in the state,” he said.

The governor underscored the 
importance of holistic development 
through investments in key sectors 
such as education, health, tourism, 
infrastructure and youth empower-
ment.

“By prioritising these areas, 
the government is ensuring sustaina-
ble growth, benefiting all citizens, and 
positioning Arunachal as a model of 
progress and innovation,” he added.

Parnaik announced that the 

state government’s upcoming budget 
would outline policies and schemes 
aimed at building a “Viksit Arunachal.”

“Strategic allocations will ad-
dress diverse developmental needs, 
ensuring that growth reaches all cor-
ners of society. This budget reaffirms 
our commitment to a prosperous and 
progressive Arunachal, where every 
citizen can thrive,” he noted.

The governor further de-
scribed the budget as a blueprint for 
progress, focusing on infrastructure, 
education, healthcare and economic 
opportunities.

Legislative Assembly 
the inaugural day

Governor urges MLAs to drive state’s growth, highlights budget vision

ITANAGAR, March 10: 
Arunachal Pradesh Deputy Chief 
Minister and Minister in-charge of 
Finance Chowna Mein on Monday, 
March 10 presented the state’s an-
nual budget of Rs 39,842.23 crore for 
the fiscal year 2025-26, reflecting a 
deficit of Rs 966.65 crore. This budg-
et marks an 11.16 per cent increase 
over the previous financial year's al-
location.

Mein said, this budget is an-
chored on four key pillars – ‘Investing 
in People, Investing in Infrastructure, 
Investing in Economy, and Investing 
in Innovation’, aimed at realizing the 
vision of ‘Viksit Arunachal’.

Key allocations in the budget 
include: Rs 369 crore for health sec-
tor, Rs 3,000 crore for education, Rs 

1,112 crore for agriculture and allied 
sector, Rs 392 crore for women and 
child development, Rs 100 crore for 
CM Social Security Scheme, Rs 435 
crore for Mission Antyodaya, Rs 106 
crore for skill development, Rs 120 
crore for youth & sports, Rs 108 crore 
for tourism, and Rs 60 crore for indig-
enous affairs.

“In the Budget Estimates (BE) 
of FY 2025-26, we have estimated 
revenue receipts at Rs 34,544.07 Cr 
and capital receipts at Rs 5,298.16 Cr 
making total receipts of Rs 39,842.23 
Cr, against total estimated receipts of 
Rs 35,840.79 Cr in BE 2024-25, an in-
crease of 11.16%, which comes to Rs 
4,001.44 Cr,” Mein said in his budget 
speech.

DCM presents 
Rs 966.65 cr deficit budget
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Service line
POLICE STATION

FIRE  STATION

Itanagar 		  : 0360-2212233     Naharlagun		   : 0360-2244329
Nirjuli 		  : 0360-2257220     Doimukh		   : 0360-2277220
Banderdewa 	 : 0360-2266236

Itanagar : 0360-2212640            		  Naharlagun : 0360-2244399
APST BUS SERVICE

Type of 
Service
Night Service       
Night Service        
Night Service        
Night Service         
Night Service       
Night Service      
Night Service   
Night Service          
Night Service                  
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service        
Day Service          
Day Service         
Day Service        
Day Service      
Day Service    
Day Service       
Day Service     
Day Service      
Day Service      
Day service
Mail Service       
Day Service    

Sl.
No.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Name 
of Route         
Itanagar-Shillong  
Itanagar-Nyapin      
Itanagar-Aalo         
Itanagar-Daporijo   
Itanagar-Yingkiong 
Itanagar-Seppa     
Itanagar-Khonsa    
Itanagar-Tezu        
Itanagar-Koloriang  
Itanagar-Guwahati 
Itanagar-Aalo      
Itanagar-Pasighat 
Itanagar-Tirbin    
Itanagar-Bomdila
Itanagar-Palin   
Itanagar-Sagalee
Itanagar-Ampoli  
Itanagar-Mengio 
Itanagar-Kimin  
Itanagar-Gerukhamukh           
Itanagar-Balijan  
Itanagar-Tarasso 
Itanagar-Sonajuli 
Itanagar-Lilabari 
Itanagar- Jote    

Departure 
Times
05.00pm
02.00pm
02.30pm
12.00 noon
01.00pm
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
01.00 pm
02.30 pm
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
05.30 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
06.00 am
12.00 noon
12.00 noon
01.00 pm
05.30 am
01.00 pm
07.00 am
07.00 am  
& 01.00 pm

Service Days

Daily Service     
Mon /Thu/Sat      
Daily Service       
Daily Service           
Alternate Day         
Daily Service            
Sun/Mon/Wed/Thu        
Tuesday only              
Daily Service                
Daily Service                
Daily Service               
Daily Service               
Mon/Thu/Sat                  
Daily Service except Fri   
Sun/Wed/Fri                     
Mon/Wed/Fri                   
Sun/Tue/Thu                    
Sun/Tue/Thu                     
Daily Service except Sat  
Daily Service except Fri  
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sat 
Daily Service except Sun 
Daily Service except Sun  
Daily Service except Sun  

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

( Dauphin Pawan Hans) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY

TUESDA Y

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDA Y

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

STATION
Naharlagun
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin	
Pasighat	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini	
Roing 
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat

Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Namsai	 “
Tezu	
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai	
Mohanbari
	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE

DEP.TIME
09:00	
10:30	
10:55	
11:50	
12:45	
13:15	

09:00	
10:15	
10:50	
11:15	
11:40	
12:05	
13:10	
	
09:00	
10:10	
10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:20
12:40
13:00
13:50	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:45	
11:25	
12:05	
13:00	
	
09:00	
10:30	
11:10	
11:35	
12:15	
12:55	
13:20	
14:20

STATION
Pasighat	
Pangin	
Mechuka/Monigong	
Pangin
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari	
Khonsa	
Longding	
Khonsa	
Changlang	
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat
Roing
Anini
Roing
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Maio
Vijaynagar
Miao
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Namsai
Tezu
Hayuliang
Tezu
Namsai
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

ARR.TIME
10:05
10:50
11:45
12:40
13:05
14:20

09:45
10:45
11:10
11:35
12:00
12:45
13:55

09:45
10:40
11:05
11:35
12:15
12:35
12:55
13:20
14:55

09:45
10:40
11:20
12:00
12:45
13:45

09:45
11:05
11:30
12:10
12:50
13:15
13:55
15:05

FLY.TIME

1:05
0:20
0:50
0:50
0:20

1:05 .
4:30
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:40
0:45
3:40
0:45
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
0:15
0:15
0:20

01:05
4:30
0:45
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:45
4:00
0:45
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:35
0:45
4:30

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

“Keep your eyes on the stars and your feet on the ground.”
-Theodore Roosevelt

Contact Numbers of District Emergency Operation Centre, Capital Complex.
	 A.	 0360-2292199	 B.	 0360-20006067
	 C.	 09402657986	 D.	 08131809067
	 E.	 09436224950	          Sd/-Field Officer [Disaster Management]

For Deputy Commissioner Itanagar Capital Complex

(Contd from P-1)

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Sky one MI-172)

SATURDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

SUNDAY

STATION

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati	
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
	

Naharlagun
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati	

	
Naharl
agun
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati

Naharlagun
Guwahati		
	

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME

08:00	
10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

08:00	
10:15	
12:00	
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30	

	
08:00	
10:05	
12:00	
13:55	

	
08:00
10:05
12:00
13:55	

	
10:00	
13:30

STATION

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun
	
	
Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati 
Naharalgun 

Guwahati
Naharalgun

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharalgun	
	

Guwahati
Tawang/Lumla
Guwahati
Naharlagun

Guwahati
Naharalgun
ARR.TIME

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

09:20
11:15
13:10
15:15

11:20
14:50

FLY.TIME

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:10
1:10
1:20
5:00

1:20
1:20
2:40

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

HELICOPTER SERVICE
Arunachal Pradesh Helicopter Non-Schedule Flight Service Local Sector 

(MI-172 Pawan Hans/Skyone) wef 01.10.2014
DAY.

MONDAY
(Skyone MI-172)

TUESDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

WEDNESDAY
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

THURSDAY
(Sky one MI-172)

FRIDA Y
(Pawan Hans 
MI-172)

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
STATION

Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Roing
Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
	
Naharlagun
Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari

Naharlagun
Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro	
	
Naharlagun
Ziro	
Daporijo	 “
Taksing	
Daporijo
Ziro	
	 OFF DAY 

OFF/MAINTANANCE
DEP.TIME
09:00	

10:00	
10:45	
11:10	
11:45	
12:05	
12:25	
13:00	
13:40

09:00	
10:20	
11:10	
11:50	
12:30	
13:30	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:50	
11:30	
11:55	
12:20
12:45
13:10
14:00 
14:40	
	
09:00	
09:50	
10:25	
10:50	
11:25	
	
09:00	
10:00	
10:40	
11:40	
12:20
13:30
STATION
Mohanbari

Pasighat	
Roing
Anini
Dambuk
Roing
Pasighat
Mohanbari	
Naharalgun

Mohanbari	
Miao	
Vijaynagar	
Miao	
Mohanbari	
Naharlagun

Mohanbari
Pasighat	
Yingkiong
Tuting	
Singa 
Tuting
Yingkiong
Pasighat
Mohanbari
Naharlagun

Ziro	
Tali	
Damin	
Ziro
Naharlagun 

Ziro
Daporijo
Taksing
Daporijo
Ziro
Naharlagun

ARV. TIME
09:55

10:30
11:05
11:40
12:00
12:20
12:40
13:30
14:35

09:55
11:00
11:45
12:25
13:10
14:25

09:55
10:35
11:25
11:50
12:15
12:40
13:05
13:45
14:35
15:35

09:30
10:20
10:45
11:20
11:55

09:30
10:30
11:15
12:15
12:50
14:00

FLY.TIME
0:55
0:30

0:20
0:30
0:15
0:15
0:15
0:30
0:55 .
4:25
0:55
0:40
0:35
0:35
0:40
0:55
4:20
0:55
0:35
0:35
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:20
0:35
0:35
0:55
5:30
0:30
0:30
0:20
0:30
0:30
2:20
0:30
0:30
0:35
0:35
0:30
0:30
3:10

NB;- Condition apply (VIP movement/ bad weather/patient evacuation/ technical 
snag/passengers availability and emergency etc)

Holi, the festival of colors, is one of the most vibrant and joyous 
celebrations in India. It is a ancient Hindu festival that marks 

the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil. The festival is 
celebrated over two days, with the first day known as Holika Dahan 
and the second day as Rangwali Holi.

The Legend of Holi
The festival of Holi is rooted in Hindu mythology. According to 

legend, Hiranyakashyap, a powerful king, prohibited his son Prahl-
ad from worshiping Lord Vishnu. However, Prahlad continued to 
worship Lord Vishnu, which enraged Hiranyakashyap. He ordered 
his sister Holika, who was immune to fire, to burn Prahlad alive. 
However, Prahlad's devotion to Lord Vishnu saved him, and Holika 
was burned instead. This mythological story is celebrated as Holika 
Dahan, where bonfires are lit to symbolize the victory of good over 
evil.

The Celebration of Holi
The celebration of Holi begins with Holika Dahan, where bon-

fires are lit in the evening to symbolize the victory of good over evil. 
People gather around the bonfire, singing and dancing, and offering 
prayers to Lord Vishnu. The next day, Rangwali Holi, is the main 
day of the festival, where people gather to play with colors.

The festival of Holi is known for its vibrant colors, which are 
an integral part of the celebration. People use colored powders, 
known as gulal, and colored waters to play and splash each other. 
The colors are said to symbolize the arrival of spring and the victory 
of good over evil. The festival is also a time for socializing and bond-
ing, where people come together to play, dance, and feast.

The Significance of Holi
The festival of Holi has great cultural and social significance. 

It is a time for renewal and rejuvenation, where people come togeth-
er to celebrate the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil. 
The festival is also a time for socializing and bonding, where people 
put aside their differences and come together to play and celebrate.

Holi is also a festival of colors, which symbolize the diversity 
and richness of Indian culture. The colors used in Holi are said to 
have therapeutic properties, which can help to reduce stress and 
anxiety. The festival is also a time for feasting and merriment, where 
people come together to share food and drinks.

The Global Celebration of Holi
Holi is celebrated not only in India but also around the world. 

The festival has gained popularity in recent years, with many coun-
tries celebrating the festival with great enthusiasm. In the United 
States, Holi is celebrated with great fervor, with many cities hosting 
Holi events and festivals.

In the United Kingdom, Holi is celebrated with great enthusi-
asm, with many cities hosting Holi events and festivals. The festival 
is also celebrated in other parts of the world, including Australia, 
Canada, and South Africa.

Conclusion
Holi, the festival of colors, is a vibrant and joyous celebration 

that marks the arrival of spring and the victory of good over evil. 
The festival is celebrated over two days, with the first day known 
as Holika Dahan and the second day as Rangwali Holi. The festi-
val has great cultural and social significance, and is celebrated not 
only in India but also around the world. As we celebrate Holi, let us 
remember the significance of the festival and come together to play, 
dance, and feast.

Holi

CM attends Inter-Tribe...

Central Minister reviews centrally sponsored...

CEO holds meeting with political...

One key issue raised by MP Gao was the necessity of submitting Utilization Certificates (UCs) on time. He emphasized that timely submission of UCs 
is crucial for effective release of funds and for maintaining accountability in government programs. He also pointed out that any delay in the submission of UCs 
can hinder the progress of ongoing schemes, affecting the overall efficiency of public service delivery

Furthermore, the HoDs from various sectors through PPT enlightened the house on the progress and status of the CS schemes under their respective 
departments. These presentations covered sectors such as education, health, infrastructure, and social welfare, providing a comprehensive overview of the 
schemes’ impact on the district’s development.

The visit by the Union Minister marked a significant step towards enhancing the development of Lohit district, with an emphasis on addressing the 
needs of vulnerable communities and ensuring timely and effective implementation of central government schemes. 

“It is an open secret that huge amounts of money exchange hands during elections of student organizations. AAPSU must take a lead by example to 
check this corrupt practice for a better future of the youths,” he said.

The Chief Minister also called for introspection by AAPSU leaders on their future beyond AAPSU.
“Yes, many AAPSU leaders of the past made it into politics and became ministers and MLAs. But have any student leader made it into civil services 

both at the central and state levels?” he questioned. 
Khandu opined that active student leaders should also concentrate on studies and set examples by clearing examinations conducted by UPSC as well 

as APPSC, which would, he said, will inspire thousands of youths, who are also active in student organizations. 
Paying rich tributes to all former AAPSU leaders, especially the founding president and secretary, he revealed that AAPSU was formed in 1972 with a 

sole objective to resolve the Chakma-Hajong refugee issue.
“AAPSU has been fighting against the permanent residency of Chakmas and Hajongs in Arunachal Pradesh since its inception 53 years ago. But where 

are we today? Is the issue resolved?” Khandu questioned.
He asserted that the present state government and the central government are in a position to resolve the refugee issue for good. While maintaining 

that grant of permanent residency in the state to the refugees is out of question, he informed that the state government is earnestly pursuing with the central 
Home Ministry in regard.

“We are hopeful of a permanent solution sooner than later,” he added.
Congratulating the present AAPSU team for organizing the festival in a grand manner with participants from across the state, Khandu marveled at the 

grandeur of Arunachal’s cultural diversity. 
“If each of the 26 major tribes and hundred subtribes were to perform on this platform, 3 days would be a very short period of time,” he observed.
Hailing Arunachal’s unity in diversity and peaceful coexistence of the tribes, Khandu urged the educated youths to aware the uneducated and the 

society at large, when ‘rumors’ or ‘misinterpretations’ are fanned by vested few. 
Reiterating that the Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act (APFRA) of 1978 is not in favour or against any particular religion, he urged the youths 

to take upon themselves to clear the air on APFRA.
“We are a secular country. A Buddhist can become a Hindu if he or she wants to. Any Hindu can become an Indigenous Faith believer. Likewise any 

Indigenous Faith believer can become a Christian or Hindu. It’s a personal choice and this Act is not going to take away this freedom,” he said.
Khandu said that Rules of the APFRA have to be framed because its an order from the High Court. However, the Rules will be framed only after con-

sultation with each of the religious communities residing and practicing in Arunachal Pradesh, he added.

(b) The application can be an objection in respect of registered elector/ an objection to the proposed inclusion of an entry in the electoral roll of the 
constituency, in which the applicant himself is registered or a request for deletion of the applicant’s own name from electoral roll.

It was also informed that any appeal against the electoral registration officer’s decision with regards to claims and objections, must reach the Appel-
late Authority within 15 days of the decision by the ERO becoming known.

Various other issues including appointment of Booth Level Agent (BLA) against each polling station to assist Booth Level Officer (BLO) during revi-
sion period were discussed.

The BLOs usually go through the draft electoral roll with BLAs of recognized political parties of State and identify the corrections, deletion etc. There 
are a total of 2233 polling stations in the State but only1624 BLAs have been appointed by the political parties. The Party wise breakdown is BJP: 1141, 
INC: 286, NPP: 191 and d) PPA: 6.

It was also informed that BLAs once appointed from a recognized political party will continue as BLA, unless their appointment is rescinded/revoked 
by the political party concerned.

Earlier, the CEO, in a video conference with all District Election Officers and Electoral Registration Officers, directed them to hold regular interactions 
with political parties to receive suggestions and to resolve grievances, if any, within existing legal framework.

ANINI, March 7: 
Union Border Management (BM) 
Secretary Dr Rajendra Kumar is on a 
two-day visit to Dibang Valley district 
to inspect infrastructural and develop-
mental projects being undertaken by 
the home affairs ministry in the border 
areas.

Chairing a review meeting re-
garding the progress of projects under 
the Vibrant Village Programme and 

roads under the ICBR project, the 
secretary advised the departmental 
officials to ensure that no procedural 
lapse occurs during project submis-
sion to the ministry as it creates un-
necessary hurdle in project execution. 
He said also that proposals should be 
uploaded “only through the prescribed 
channel of the ministry.”

Commending the district ad-
ministration and various stakeholders 

involved in border area development, 
he suggested that “efforts must be 
made in the direction of building timely 
and attractive infrastructure projects to 
stop outmigration of the villagers.”

“Ample avenues must be cre-
ated for providing livelihood opportuni-
ties while ensuring security at the fron-
tiers,” he said.

The status of ICBR roads, fron-
tier highways and infrastructure at bor-

der outposts were highlighted by the 
representatives of the NHIDCL, BRO 
and ITBP.

The secretary will be inspecting 
various ICBR roads and will also inter-
act with villagers of vibrant villages. He 
is being accompanied by BRO Project 
Udayak CE Rajiv Sharma, ITBP DIG 
(Eng) Deepka Sanduja, and NHIDCL 
GM (P) Arindam Handique, besides of-
ficials of the district administration.

Secretary Border Management inspects 
Border Development in Dibang Valley

KHONSA, March 7: 
As part of its Civic Action Program 
(CAP) 2024-25, the 36 Battalion of 
the Central Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) dedicated four units of solar 
street lights to Old Paniduria village 
under Tirap district, which were in-
stalled in the village to enhance infra-
structure and improve the quality of 
life for residents.

Lamkhokam Lhoujem, Com-
mandant of 36 Bn CRPF, formally 
handed over the solar street lights to 
the villagers as part of the CAP initia-
tive that aims to address the practi-
cal need for lighting in remote areas, 
facilitate children’s education, and 

promote community engagement. 
Programs like these play a vital role 
in strengthening the relationship be-
tween security forces and local com-
munities, fostering mutual under-
standing and cooperation, he said.

Additionally, the provision of 
solar lighting contributes to environ-
mental sustainability, green energy, 
and reduced dependence on tradi-
tional energy sources.

The village chief and Gaon 
Burah (GB) expressed their heartfelt 
appreciation for the efforts of the 36 
Bn CRPF in restoring peace and har-
mony in the region. They lauded such 
beneficial initiatives and hoped for 

CRPF installs solar street lights under CAP in Paniduria village

similar programs in the future.
This thoughtful effort not only 

brings much-needed infrastructure 
to the village but also strengthens 
the bond of trust between the secu-

rity forces and the local community. 
The newly installed solar streetlights 
will illuminate the village, enhancing 
safety, sustainability, and symbolizing 
progress and harmony. 
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(Contd from P-1)
International Women’s Day celebrated....

Basar MLA Nyabi Jini Dirchi in her address emphasised the significance of recognising one’s true identity and breaking free from the constraints of societal expectation. She said that “the importance of self-discovery and coming out from the 
shackles is important to live an empowering and purposeful life, setting an example for the younger generation.”

On the occasion, the APSCW screened a documentary titled Sexual Exploitation on Women and Girls in the State of Arunachal Pradesh, exposing the shocking realities of exploitation of women and human trafficking.
Speaking on the occasion, APSCW Chairperson Kenjum Pakam expressed concern over drug addiction and stressed on the proper inner line permit checking. She also emphasised the significance of blood donation and encouraged the peo-

ple to come forward for the noble cause.
APWWS president Kani Nada Maling in her speech highlighted the dedication and hard work of the members of the APWWS since its inception for the upliftment of the state’s women.
The APWWS released a song titled ‘Utho Naari’, while children from Oju Welfare Association, Naharlagun presented a colourful group dance.
WCD Director Tsering Wangmu Thongon also spoke.
The programme was attended by, among others, APSCPCR Chairperson Ratan Anya, former APSCPCR chairperson Gumri Ringu, former APSCW chairperson Radhiliu Chai, members of the APSCW, the APSLSA, students from Himalayan 

University, Jollang, members of The Arunachal Birds and Bees Talk, and various other stakeholders.
In Tirap district, IWD was celebrated across the district by different women’s organisations.
In headquarters Khonsa, the women of Khonsa township, under the aegis of the Women Welfare Association (WWA), Khonsa, celebrated IWD with great enthusiasm. As part of the celebration, they visited the Missionaries of Charity in Khonsa 

and Borduria, where they donated essential ration items.
Additionally, the women visited indoor patients at the general hospital in Khonsa, and provided them with laundry essentials.
A skit on drug abuse was conducted at Nehru Stadium by the WWA, in collaboration with the IPR department.
Addressing the gathering, WWA chairperson Smti Sontung Bangsia urged the public to cooperate with the district administration and the Tirap police in eradicating drug abuse from the region.
The day was also celebrated in Borduria by the Nocte Women Association, in collaboration with the IPR department.
Speakers included NWA chairperson Chasuam Wangchadong, and Borduria CO Yowa Anya.
The day was celebrated also in Dadam, Deomali, Lazu, Soha, Bari-Basip, Katang, and various villages of the district.
In Namsai district, IWD was celebrated by the women & child development department, in collaboration with the district IPR department, the ArSRLM, the Namsai and Chowkham units of the Arunachal Pradesh Women’s Welfare Society, the 

NABARD, The Birds and Bees Talk, Umang MPCS and Khun-Ta-Nau MPCS at the Poi Pee Mau ground in Namsai.
The event, which also saw the attendance of ZPC Urmila Mancheykhun, witnessed enthusiastic participation of women from across the district.
The key highlight of the event was a fashion show competition featuring women aged 50 and above dressed in their traditional attire. Binoda Longphoi was crowned Mrs IWD-Namsai 2025, Suwathi Mantaw was the 1st runner-up, and Sumitra 

Mantaw was the 2nd runner-up.
The programme also featured speeches on women empowerment by various speakers, dance performances, skit on women empowerment, and distribution of TBBT books.
In West Kameng district, the Women Welfare Association of Thrizino, in collaboration with the IPR department and the ArSLM, celebrated IWD in Thrizino.
Attending the programme, Thrizino ADC Topek Kakki spoke about the menace of drugs. He highlighted how a single individual’s drug addiction can negatively impact their entire family and society.
“Many times, when a drug abuser is sent to rehab, they are taken away before completing their session due to fake complaints raised by the abuser themselves, often convincing their parents to withdraw them,” he said.
Kakki also emphasised the need for collective support to eradicate drug abuse from society. Additionally, he appealed to the youths, especially young girls, to refrain from early marriage and instead focus on their education and careers.
Advocate Ajit Sasusow and the general secretary of the All (Hrusso) Aka Students’ Union spoke on gender equality, women’s rights, and related issues.
Various cultural competitions were organised to mark the occasion.
The event was attended by members of SHGs and local NGOs, women of Thrizino, PRI members, ArSLM representatives, and officials.
In East Siang district, the District Hub for Empowerment of Women (DHEW), the WCD department, and the ArSRLM jointly celebrated IWD in Pasighat, commemorating the 10th anniversary of the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme.
ICDS Deputy Director Machi Gao in her keynote address emphasised on women’s safety and empowerment. She also spoke on this year’s global theme, ‘Accelerate Action’.
SDPO Dr Akansha Milind Tamgadge spoke on critical issues being faced by women, and delivered a presentation on the dangers of drug abuse, educating the audience about its devastating impact on individuals and society.
ArSRLM Pasighat Block Mission Manager Mie Doke highlighted the various schemes under the ArSRLM for empowering women.
Earlier, an awareness rally on the BBBP scheme was organised, and saw the participation of more than 200 individuals, including SHG members, women police personnel, and gramsevikas from the district’s three ICDS projects.
Lohit district also celebrated IWD as part of Arunachal Rising campaign and the 10th anniversary of the BBBP scheme, with the theme ‘Accelerate Action’.
The event, organised by the district administration, in collaboration with the IPR department, WCD department and the ArSRLM, aimed to honour the contributions of women in society and promote their rights.
A large number of dignitaries, including union MoS for Railways and Jal Shakti V Somanna attended the programme.
In Rono Hills, Doimukh, IWD was celebrated by Rajiv Gandhi University (RGU) with an event that honoured women’s achievements and empowerment.
The celebration commenced with the inauguration of an exhibition stall, followed by the commencement of the official programme at the convention hall, where dignitaries were felicitated.
RGU WS&RC Prof Elizabeth Hangsing delivered the welcome address, followed by an invocation by students of the university in collaboration of the Centre for Sanskrit Learning, CDOE, RGU.
The event featured a session titled ‘Women achievers – A conversation’, moderated by Moji Riba, during which the panellists shared insights on success, challenges, and societal changes needed for women’s progress.
Dr Krishna Chowlu spoke on her scientific discoveries and the need to support women in the field of education and research, whilc Millo Sunka emphasised on perseverance in the acting industry, and Tenzin Metoh highlighted efforts to revive 

indigenous fashion.
A video presentation showcased empowering messages from renowned women across various fields, including Jarjum Ete (political activist), Prof Jumyir Basar (professor), Padma Shri awardee Yanung Jamoh (herbalist), Mitali Namchoom 

(IAS officer), Kary Padu (filmmaker), Tanya Priya (proprietor), and Sonam Zomba (MMA fighter). The programme also showcased a ‘diversity walk’, celebrating the rich cultural heritage of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam through traditional attires.
RGU Registrar Dr NT Rikam underscored the remarkable contributions of women in society and academia. He emphasised the progress made by women in Arunachal, stating that they are excelling in various fields and surpassing many societal 

barriers. Chief guest Kamalini Dash praised the achievements of women and highlighted their contribution to the successful implementation of Balvatika.
The event also included cultural performances such as songs, dances, and group performances, adding vibrancy to the celebration. Various literary and floral competitions, including poetry, magazine cover designing, and shloka chanting, were 

organised, with winners receiving certificates and cash prizes.
The event also marked the announcement of an annual newsletter publication for International Women’s Day.
Organising chairperson Dr Devi Baruah acknowledged the efforts of the organising committee, enquiry staff, stall owners, and all the participants in making the event a grand success.
Dera Natung Government College (DNGC), Itanagar, also joined the nation in celebrating International Women’s Day on Saturday, with the theme ‘Accelerate action: For gender equality, women’s rights, and health empowerment’. The event 

was jointly organised by DNGC Women’s Cell and the Yoga & Wellness Centre at the college premises.
DNGC Principal Dr MQ Khan in his speech highlighted the ongoing discrimination against women, citing practices such as polygamy, child marriage, and other forms of gender-based inequality, despite various government initiatives. He noted 

that “while efforts have been made, the outcomes have not been commensurate with the initiatives,” and called for an “action-oriented approach, moving forward.”
Dr Khan also acknowledged the remarkable achievements of women across various fields, highlighting their exceptional managerial skills, sincerity, and dedication. He further stressed the importance of raising awareness about women’s rights 

to foster empowerment, noting that every stakeholder has a role to play.
He pointed out that, as the first educators of children, mothers can significantly influence young boys’ understanding of the importance of women and their contributions to society.
DNGC Yoga & Wellness Centre convener Dr Nang Helina Mantaw spoke about the critical link between women’s health and family wellbeing. She emphasised the importance of women’s physical, mental, and emotional health for the overall 

health of a family.
Commerce Department Assistant Professor Geyir Ete also shared her views, stating that while women are excelling in all areas, it is crucial for their male counterparts to offer support. She highlighted that societal change would be gradual, and 

that men have an important role to play in reshaping perspectives toward women as part of the nation-building process.
Education HoD Dr Bige Yomgam also spoke.
IWD was celebrated also by Jawaharlal Nehru College (JNC) in East Siang HQ Pasighat.
In his speech, JNC Vice Principal Dr Leki Sitang emphasised the significant roles women play across various fields. He highlighted their progress as “a reflection of societal advancement,” and described women as “the torchbearers of today’s 

society.”
JNC Principal Dr Tasi Taloh congratulated all women and applauded the women faculty members of the college “for their innovative approach to the celebration,” besides highlighting the achievements of prominent women from the state.
Dr Yater Ringu Darang reiterated that “women are excelling in every field nowadays, signalling societal progress.” She urged women to be aware not only of their privileges, but also of their rights. She highlighted various government initiatives, 

such as one-stop centres, Dulhari Kanya, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, etc, and emphasised the importance of utilising the schemes.
JNC Women’s Cell coordinator Dr Pema D Mize also spoke.
The Arunachal Pradesh State Legal Services Authority organised a programme, in collaboration with the Arunachal Pradesh Women’s Welfare Society, the Papum Pare District Legal Services Authority, and the Arunachal State Rural Liveli-

hoods Mission on Saturday to mark the IWD.
The event, held at the Nyokum auditorium in Rono Ground, Doimukh, brought together 280 participants.
The programme featured a legal awareness-cum-marriage registration camp, providing a platform for women to access legal services and information.
As part of the IWD celebrations, a tailoring competition themed ‘Learn the art of sewing’ was organised by Gonas Fashion, an incubated startup under the Arunachal Pradesh Innovation and Investment Park (APIIP), at the APIIP office in 

Itanagar on Saturday.
Sponsored by the APIIP, the event was attended by planning & investment adviser Tsering Lhamu and APIIP CEO Tabe Haidar, along with members of JCI Itanagar Royals.
A total of 27 participants took part in the competition, showcasing their skills and creativity. The top three winners were awarded prizes of Rs 20,000, Rs 15,000 and Rs 10,000, respectively, along with participation certificates to all the partici-

pants, in recognition of their talent and dedication.
In East Kameng district, the Women Welfare Organisation, led by its president Mache Tara Yangfo and general secretary Puppy Sonam Bagang, in collaboration with the CDPO & ICDS and the statistics & economics department, celebrated 

IWD in headquarters Seppa with an awareness programme on women-related issues.
During the celebration, the participants were enlightened on various topics, including women rights, women empowerment, importance of marriage registration, physical and mental effects of drug use, polygamy and extramarital affairs and its 

effect in society.
Members of clan- and community-based organisations, SHGs and Widows Welfare Society also extended support to the programme.
The Yomcha unit of the APWWS in West Siang district, in collaboration with the ArSRLM, celebrated IWD in Yomcha in a befitting manner on Saturday. During the celebration, the APWWS unit felicitated social worker and Padma Shri awardee 

Jumde Yomgam Gamlin, in recognition of her contributions to the society.
More than 450 people, including the members of the Mariyang unit of the APWWS, SHGs and primary level federation took out a procession in Mariyang in Upper Siang district to mark the IWD on Saturday. The programme was organised by 

the Mariyang unit of the APWWS, in collaboration with the PLF, ArSRLM.
Attending the programme, Mariyang BDO Hage Appa and Mariyang CHC SMO Dr Otem Pertin spoke on women-related issues and progress of women in every sphere of life.
Resource person Mark Yirang dwelt on women- and children-related laws, while ArSRLM cluster coordinator Kaling Paron spoke on women empowerment.
APWWS unit president Yatok Siram Borang and general secretary Promila Megu Pertin also spoke.
Among others, government officials from various departments also attended the programme.
The state BJP Mahila Morcha celebrated IWD at the state BJP headquarters in Itanagar with strong emphasis on financial empowerment of women and organ donation awareness.
State BJP president Kaling Moyong, greeting women, emphasised the pivotal role of women in politics and social development.
Commending the government for its focus on economic empowerment, he assured that women would continue to have greater representation within the BJP’s state leadership.
State BJP vice president Yalem Taga Burang highlighted various programmes and policies being implemented to uplift women in the state, while resource person Dr Lisung Tadar Taba delivered a lecture on the importance of organ donation.
State BJMM president Kohman Lungphi Ngemu also spoke.
During the celebration, 16 SHGs and outstanding women achievers from the state were felicitated for their remarkable contributions in various fields.
The Pakke-Kessang district unit of the APWWS, in collaboration with the ICDS and PHE departments and the ArSRLM, celebrated IWD with awareness programmes on women- and child-related issues, and sports and games competitions at 

the Seijosa Nyokum ground.
The invited resource persons delivered lectures on various topics related to women, children, and drug abuse. They also highlighted the beneficiary schemes of both central and state governments during the celebration.
Prizes were also distributed to the winners of games and sports competitions.
The day was also celebrated in Lower Siang HQ Likabali, Upper Siang HQ Yingkiong, and other districts of the state. 
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Legislative Assembly the inaugural day...

DCM presents Rs 966.65 cr...

The document, he said, would not only guide the state’s development for the next year but also serve as an action plan for achieving a developed Arunachal by 2047.
“As Arunachal overcomes historical connectivity and development challenges, this session is an opportunity to allocate resources effectively, promote sustainable growth, and implement policies that improve citizens’ quality of 

life,” the governor said.
Parnaik in his address also highlighted the state’s impressive growth, noting that Arunachal’s economy is expanding at 11.01 percent, significantly higher than the national average of 6.5 percent.
He also lauded infrastructure advancements, citing a 251 percent increase in rural road length since 2016 and a 143 percent expansion in the national highways network, including the inauguration of the Sela and Nechiphu tunnels.
“These developments are not just enhancing connectivity but also driving trade, tourism, and overall progress,” he said.
Additionally, he said, Arunachal has become the first northeastern state to achieve cent percent functional household tap connections under the Jal Jeevan Mission, with 2,30,275 households benefiting.
The state has also completed over 35,000 houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Grameen), achieving full saturation in providing housing for the rural homeless people, he pointed out.
The governor urged MLAs to work diligently to fulfil the aspirations of the people.
“You are the embodiment of the shared dreams of our citizens. Your efforts must focus on inclusive development, ensuring that no one is left behind,” he emphasised.
Parnaik reiterated the government’s mission to ensure 100 percent coverage of flagship schemes among eligible beneficiaries, and called for continued dedication to bridging rural-urban divides.
“With sustained efforts in education, employment, entrepreneurship, and agriculture, we are committed to nurturing the potential of our people, ensuring they have the resources and support to achieve their dreams and contribute 

to the progress of the state and the nation,” Parnaik added. 
Assembly introduces four bills:
The Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly witnessed the introduction of four important government bills on the opening day of the five-day Budget session on Thursday, March 6. The House session will continue till March 12.
These bills, including two fresh and two in amended form, aim to bring key reforms across various sectors, focusing on governance, financial management, and social welfare.
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister of Tax & Excise, and Narcotics Chowna Mein introduced the Arunachal Pradesh Goods & Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2025, aimed at ensuring better tax administration and compliance of 

the Arunachal Pradesh Goods & Services Tax Act, 2017.
Mein, also the Minister in-charge of Planning and Investment, tabled the Arunachal Pradesh Arun Parivar Patra Authority Bill, 2025, which seeks to create a family-centric citizen database. This initiative will streamline delivery of 

public welfare schemes and services, ensuring efficiency and transparency in governance.
“Since there is no legal framework in the state to facilitate efficient, transparent, targeted delivery of welfare schemes, it is felt imperative to enact a law for good governance, efficient and targeted delivery of public welfare schemes 

and services to the individuals residing in Arunachal Pradesh, the expenditure for which is incurred from the Consolidated Fund of the State, using Arun Parivar Patra ID and identifier and constitution of Arunachal Pradesh Arun Parivar 
Patra Authority to properly monitor the effective implementation of Act,” read the Bill statement of objects and reasons.

Land Management Minister Balo Raja introduced the Arunachal Pradesh Public Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized Occupants) (Amendment) Bill, 2025, aimed at streamlining land dispute resolutions. As per the amended leg-
islation, the state government may, by notification, appoint any officer, not below the rank of Deputy Commissioner, as appellate authority where the Deputy Commissioner while acting as an Estate Officer has passed an order against 
which appeal is filed.

Water Resources Minister Biyuram Wahge introduced the Arunachal Pradesh Flood Plain Zoning Bill, 2025, which provides for zoning of flood plains of rivers across the state.
When enacted, the legislation will help the state government avail the CSS funds from the onboard Flood Management Border Area Programme (FMBAP) under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of India, for implementation of 

FMBAP projects.
Meanwhile, Speaker Tesam Pongte announced a four-member panel of chairmen for the current session, including Jikke Tako, Ninong Ering, Mutchu Mithi, and Chakat Aboh.
The Assembly also witnessed the laying of several key papers on the table of the House, including the ‘Report on Roadmap of Education Scenario of the State’ by Education Minister Pasang Dorjee Sona, and adoption of the 3rd 

Report of the Business Advisory Committee. Besides, the Secretary apprised the Assembly about the Governor’s assent to four bills passed by the House in the previous session.
Assembly pays tributes to former Minister Medi Ram Dodum:
The Arunachal Pradesh Legislative Assembly, led by Speaker Tesam Pongte,  paid rich tributes to former Minister Medi Ram Dodum, who passed away on September 1 last year after a prolonged illness. He was 69 and is sur-

vived by three sons and three daughters.
Initiating the obituary reference on the first day of the Budget session, Speaker Tesam Pongte expressed sorrow over the demise of M R Dodum, describing him as a veteran political leader and a great philanthropist.
Born on August 5, 1955, Dodum’s political journey began in 1984 when he contested the Doimukh-Sagalee Assembly seat as an independent candidate. Though unsuccessful, he remained committed to public service.
He joined the BJP in 1986 before switching to the Congress party in 1988, where he served as party secretary, and successfully contested the Bameng Assembly seat in 1995. He was inducted in the Gegong Apang ministry as 

the Deputy Minister of Horticulture before being elevated to the rank of the Cabinet Minister for Horticulture and Fisheries in 1996 a position he held until 1999.
Recalling the contributions of the former Minister, Deputy Chief Minister Chowna Mein said late Dodum played a pivotal role in the formation of the All Nyishi Youth Association (ANYA) and in framing the bye-laws of the Arunachal 

Pradesh Women Welfare Society in 1979. He also made significant contributions to the development of the horticulture and fisheries sectors, during his tenure as the Minister in-charge of the departments.
His contributions to the development of the state and his unwavering dedication to public service will be remembered forever, Mein said. “Dodum ji was a true leader who selflessly worked for the betterment of our people. Though 

he is no more with us, we will cherish and remember his contributions to the State.”
Paying homage to Late Dodum, Home Minister Mama Natung said the former minister dedicatedly worked for the state, noting that he was instrumental in the formation of the Nyishi youth body, ANYA. “He left behind a rich 

legacy of public service,” Natung said.
Senior lawmaker from Bameng constituency, Kumar Waii, the lone Congress member in the 60-member House, while paying his tribute to the late leader, suggested the state government to name the Pakke bridge after Dodum 

to immortalize the former minister.
Late Dodum’s contemporaries Honchun Ngandam and Ninong Ering, among others, also participated in the obituary reference and praised his passion for social work.
The Assembly observed a minute’s silence as a mark of respect to the departed soul and resolved to extend a condolence message to the members of the bereaved family, praying for his eternal peace.

The budget projects the state's share of central taxes at Rs 24,992.35 crore, an increase of 16.61 per cent over the last financial year’s estimate. This aligns with the state's vision of 'Viksit Bharat, Viksit Arunachal,' as envisioned 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

In addition, the government projected the state’s own tax revenue at Rs 3,395.64 Cr and non-tax revenues at Rs 1,212.08 Cr, totalling Rs 4,607.72 Cr during 2025-26 which is 15 per cent more than last fiscal’s estimate, the Deputy 
Chief Minister said.

For the FY 2025-26, fiscal deficit is estimated at 2.02% of GSDP (Gross State Domestic Product), which is Rs 966.65 Cr in absolute terms and is within the norms of fiscal deficit targets laid down in the Arunachal Pradesh Fiscal 
Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2006.

“In line with Union Budget, I envision this Budget around the principles of a Viksit Arunachal where we have Zero-poverty; 100% quality school education; Access to high-quality, affordable, and comprehensive healthcare; 100% 
skilled labour with meaningful employment; More than 70% women in economic activities; and Farmers making our State the fruit bowl of India,” Mein said.

Overall, the budget focuses on infrastructure development, health, education, and human resource enhancement to ensure inclusive growth and address the aspirations of the people of the state.
In the budget statement, the Deputy CM also announced the introduction of a new scheme called ‘Chief Minister’s Comprehensive State Rural Road Development Programme’ with an initial allocation of Rs 500 crore, totalling Rs 

2,000 crore spanning over a period of next four years.
Informing that the coming financial year 2025-26 has been declared as the ‘Year of Human Capital’, he said, “This Budget will facilitate a transformative phase in our state's development journey, with a comprehensive focus on 

nurturing our vibrant human capital.
We reaffirm our commitment to build a skilled and dynamic workforce while fostering a culture of technological advancement, research, and entrepreneurship,” he added.

(Contd from P-1)

ITANAGAR, March 11: 
The Arunachal Pradesh Government 
has decided to move the Gauhati 
High Court requesting extension 
of time for framing rules under the 
Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Re-
ligion Act (APFRA), 1978, as directed 
by the court previously.

The High Court had earlier di-
rected the State Government to frame 
rules within six months to implement 
the APFRA, 1978, in its final judgment 
delivered on September 30, 2024, in 
response to a Public Interest Litiga-
tion (PIL). However, as the deadline 
nears, Chief Minister Pema Khandu 
stated that more time is needed to 
ensure an inclusive process.

“Since the court-mandated 
six-month period is about to end, we 
will seek an extension of time from 
the High Court, as we will have to 
form a Committee, which will take in-

puts from all religious groups before 
finalizing the rules,” Khandu revealed 
while responding to some of the 
members’ observations on the Govt’s 
move to frame rules for the APFRA 
implementation, during the motion of 
thanks on Governor’s address in the 
Assembly on Tuesday.

Assuring the members that 
the APFRA, 1978, enacted by the 
erstwhile PK Thungon government 
around 47 years back, was not 
against any religion, the Chief Min-
ister reiterated that the intent of the 
government was not to target any 
particular religious group – be it In-
digenous Faith followers, Christians, 
Buddhists or any other religions.

“We are not in a hurry to frame 
the rules,” Khandu said, while adding 
that “the rules to be framed will not be 
against any religion in our multi-tribe, 
multi-faith state.”  

“It will take time to frame rules. 
We have to constitute a Committee 
involving members from the various 
religious groups and take inputs from 
all the stakeholders prior to finalizing 
and notifying the rules,” he said.   

Emphasizing that the legal re-
course remains open to anyone who 
feels discriminated against, Khandu 
said, “If any individual or organization 
believes the government is mistreat-
ing a particular religious group, they 
are free to challenge it in court.”

Khandu also requested 
Speaker Tesam Pongte to circulate 
the copies of the principal Act among 
the House members to ensure a bet-
ter understanding of the legislation.

Earlier, while taking part in the 
discussion, senior members Wanglin 
Lowangdong and Techi Kaso of BJP, 
Thangwang Wangham (NPP), and 
NCP’s Toko Tatung and Nikh Kamin 

shared their observations on the 
Govt’s proposed move to implement 
the APFRA, 1978 in the state.

Referring to recent uproar 
about the APFRA, Lowangdong 
stated that “the Act cannot be wished 
away. When 50 per cent of the popu-
lation cries out we have to look into 
their well being too,” he said, claiming 
that “this Act contravenes Article 25, 
which is the freedom of religion.”

Expressing his strong reser-
vations on the matter, MLA Toko Tat-
ung quizzed, “What was the need to 
bring the legislation whereas no suc-
cessive governments had ever felt its 
necessity over the years”. “This (Act 
when implemented) will divide our 
beautiful state on religious lines,” he 
said.

Nikh Kamin, however, said 
that the Act is not bad other than the 
draft rule. “The Christians are scared 

and fear psychosis has gripped them” 
he said seeking safeguard of the in-
digenous Christians. Though the 
matter was out of context of the mo-
tion, Kamin, who follows Christianity, 
requested the Chief Minister to make 
a statement on the floor of the House 
so that “people can stay assured and 
sleep with peace of mind.”

Echoing the sentiment, 
MLA Wangham said, the Act needs 
thoughtful consideration, and that 
the government needs to involve all 
stakeholders to make it a flawless 
law. “A comprehensive review must 
be done involving representatives 
from all the affected communities 
before finalizing the rules,” said the 
former minister while suggesting the 
government can take extension of six 
more months from the court.

During his Statehood Day 
address, the Chief Minister had af-

firmed the government’s commitment 
to have discussions with the religious 
leaders and stakeholders prior to im-
plementing the Freedom of Religion 
Act.

Home Minister Mama Natung, 
who had been tasked with engag-
ing with concerned groups, has al-
ready met the representatives of the 
Arunachal Christian Forum (ACF), 
which had recently staged hunger 
strike followed by a massive protest 
at Borum demanding repeal of the 
APFRA, terming it “discriminatory” 
and “unconstitutional”.

The Act, enacted during the 
tenure of first Arunachal Pradesh 
Chief Minister PK Thungon, seeks to 
prevent forced religious conversions 
through inducement or fraudulent 
means. Violators face penalties, in-
cluding imprisonment up to two years 
and a fine up to Rs 10,000.

ITANAGAR, March 11: 
Chief Minister,Pema Khandu ex-
pressed concern over the re-locatio-
na and settlement of the villagers of 
Rengging village during the question 
hour on Tuesday, March 11. He as-
sured full support in basic infrastruc-
ture development once the shifting is 
done. And also gave assurance on 
rehabilitation under Pradhan Mantri 
Awas Yojana to the displaced villag-
ers. The re-location of Rennging vil-
lage is because of the ground subsid-
ence, ground cracking, emergence 
of springs, etc making it dangerous 
place for the inhabitants of the village. 
This he said while replying to Tapi Da-
rang, MLA, Pasighat East.

While replying to Thangwang 
Wangham, MLA, LongdingPumao, 
Khandu said that according to gov-
ernment policy, the Deputy Commss-
sioners have been entrusted to give 
information regarding shortfalls in 
basic infrastructure of administrative 
complex, residence,etc and based on 
that the government would be provid-
ing fund for construction or mainte-
nance of the same. He also informed 

that many office buildings from the 
NEFA era would be replaced in a 
phase wise manner soon.

Khandu informed that after 
complete infrastructure development 
of the divisional headquarters of 
western, eastern and central zones, 
the Divisional Commissioner would 
be posted accordingly. This he said 
while replying to a question raised by 
Ninong Ering, MLA, Pasighat West.

Minister of Information and 
Public Relations, Nyato Dukam while 
replying to the question put up by Toko 
Tatung, MLA Yachuli informed that the 
Electronic Media Advertisement Poli-
cy 2020 was already in implementa-
tion in toto. However, since that were 
some areas in policy that needed to 
be amended, therefore, Dukam in-
formed that in the coming 6 months, 
after revision and amendment, the 
Policy would be implemented again.

Balo Raja, Minister of Land 
Management andBiyuramWahge, 
Minister Health and Family Welfare 
appealed very member in the house 
not to send in any recommendation 
for transfer and posting of staffs as it 

hampered in rational posting of man-
power and thereby hampering the 
overall development of the state. 

Social Justice, Empowerment 
& Tribal affairs (SJETA) Minister Ken-
to Jini informed that any elderly per-
son, widow or persons with disabilities 
in the state has to have a Scheduled 
Tribe (ST) certificate and a Permanent 
Resident Certificate (PRC)to avail the 
benefits of the Chief Minister’s Social 
security Scheme. However, he further 
informed that both APST and Non-
APST elderly people, widows and 
persons with disabilities could avail 
the National Social Assistance Pro-
gramme in the form of social pension. 
This he said while replying to a Likha 
Soni, MLA Lekang.

BILLS PASSED
1.	The Arunachal Pradesh 

Goods & Service Taxes (Amendment) 
Bill 2025.

2.	The Arunachal Pradesh 
Parivar Patra Authority Bill, 2025.

The Arunachal Pradesh Leg-
islative Assembly on Tuesday, March 
11 successfully passed the Arunachal 
Pradesh Arun Parivar Patra Authority 

Bill, 2025 following a brief discussion.
The proposed legislation 

seeks to create a family-centric citi-
zen database towards streamlining 
delivery of public welfare schemes 
and services in a more transparent 
and efficient way.

The Arunachal Pradesh Arun 
Parivar Authority Bill, 2025, moved by 
Deputy Chief Minister and Minister-
in-charge of Planning and Investment 
Chowna Mein, envisages the creation 
of the Arun Parivar Patra ID as a fam-
ily-based identification system for all 
residents of the State and constitution 
of Arunachal Pradesh Arun Parivar 
Patra Authority to monitor the effec-
tive implementation of the legislation.

Responding to members 
Laisam Simai and Nabam Vivek’s 
observations, Mein said the Arun 
Parivar Patra (APP) ID has been in-
troduced by the government to make 
the delivery of public welfare benefits 
easier, more transparent, and better 
targeted.

Residents can apply for the 
APP ID online through the official 
portal or offline at the Common Ser-

vice Centres (CSCs) with minimal 
documents like Aadhaar, proof of 
residence, and basic family details, 
he said.

The Arun Parivar Patra Au-
thority will create and maintain a da-
tabase (Arun Parivar Patra Resident 
Data Repository), frame guidelines 
for CSCs, ensure data management 
and its security, synchronise the APP 
ID with existing welfare databases, 
and oversee monitoring and griev-
ance redressal, he added.

“By consolidating family details 
to a single APP ID, benefit transfers 
will become faster and more transpar-
ent. This will help ensure public wel-
fare benefits under state-run welfare 
programs are delivered efficiently, 
transparently, and to the right people,” 
Mein said, while adding that aware-
ness campaigns will further increase 
enrolment, especially in rural areas.

Addressing data security con-
cerns, the Deputy Chief Minister said, 
the Authority will ensure that the Resi-
dent Data Repository is secured and 
family information is protected. “It will 
be done via strong encryption and 

legal safeguards, with penalties for 
unauthorised use, furnishing wrong 
information, and for offences commit-
ted by companies.”

Additionally, the House passed 
the Arunachal Pradesh Goods and 
Services Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2025, 
which aims to ensure better tax ad-
ministration and compliance of the 
Arunachal Pradesh Goods & Services 
Tax Act, 2017.

Expressing his gratitude to 
members for their unanimous support 
in passing this legislation, Mein said, 
“This landmark reform will strengthen 
our tax administration by enhancing 
efficiency, transparency, and compli-
ance, making it easier to do business 
in Arunachal Pradesh.”

Its key provisions include im-
proved ITC verification, simplified 
return filing, and stricter measures to 
curb tax evasion. “By boosting rev-
enue generation and reducing the 
compliance burden on small busi-
nesses, the bill aligns our tax frame-
work with national policies, paving the 
way for sustained economic growth,” 
he said.

GoAP to seek time from HC for framing rules under APFRA

Assembly passes the Arunachal Pradesh Arun Parivar Patra Authority Bill
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ITANAGAR, March 12: 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu assured the State 
Assembly on Wednesday, March 12 
that his government will take up the 
vexed boundary dispute concerning 
eastern Arunachal district of Chang-
lang with the Assam government in 
coming days for an amicable solu-
tion.

Responding to a supplemen-
tary question raised by Nampong 
MLA Laisam Simai, Khandu revealed 
that Changlang was not included in 
the Supreme Court-constituted Local 
Boundary Commission report, as the 
district administration had failed to 
submit its report on time. This omis-
sion led to Changlang being exclud-
ed from the Namsai Declaration—a 
landmark agreement signed on July 
15, 2022, by the Chief Ministers of 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh, 
wherein both the leaders agreed in-
principle to reduce the number of dis-
puted villages from 123 to 86.

The Chief Minister informed 
the House that he has already held 
multiple meetings with his Assam 
counterpart Himanta Biswa Sarma 
regarding the issue. He assured that 
the Assam government has agreed 
to address the matter separately.

Khandu reiterated that due 
to the proactive efforts of both state 
governments, the decades-old inter-
state boundary dispute, pending 
since 1951, has been resolved in five 
districts. The remaining six districts, 
apart from Changlang, are nearing 
a settlement, with Regional Commit-
tees set to demarcate disputed areas 
to reach a final resolution.

Home and Inter-State Border 
Affairs Minister Mama Natung, while 
addressing the concerns shared by 
Simai, informed that Assam gov-
ernment objected to Changlang’s 
inclusion in the dispute resolution 
process, citing that no villages from 
the district were included in the 123 
disputed villages listed in the Local 

Commission report of 2014.
Acknowledging that five vil-

lages of Changlang district are lo-
cated in Assam side, the Minister 
said that despite the absence of a 
Regional Committee for Changlang, 
the State Government has formally 
requested Assam for an early resolu-
tion of the issue.

Natung also mentioned that 
boundary disputes in West Kameng, 
East Siang, Lohit, Tirap, and Nam-
sai “were considered to have been 
resolved based on the respective 
committee reports”, while issues 
concerning Pakke Kessang, Papum 
Pare, Kamle, Lower Siang, Lower 
Dibang Valley, and Longding remain 
under review.

Earlier, raising the issue in the 
Assembly, MLA Laisam Simai high-
lighted that the Regional Commit-
tee for Changlang, formed in June 
2022, has remained inactive due to 
Assam’s objections. He pointed out 
that Changlang, the second-most 

populous district in Arunachal after 
Papum Pare, shares the longest bor-
der with Assam and frequently faces 
boundary-related skirmishes.

He emphasized that Chang-
lang must not be overlooked and 
demanded that the state govern-
ment take immediate steps to find a 
permanent solution of the boundary 
dispute.

Arunachal to introduce com-
prehensive film policy to boost local 
filmmakers

Arunachal Pradesh Informa-
tion and Public Relations Minister 
Nyato Dukam on Wednesday, March 
12 assured the Assembly that the 
State Government will soon intro-
duce a comprehensive film policy to 
support and promote local filmmak-
ers.

Speaking during the question 
hour, Dukam informed the House that 
the Arunachal Pradesh Film Policy is 
currently in its draft stage, as stake-
holders are offering diverse opinions. 

He emphasized that the policy will be 
well-structured and finalized only af-
ter incorporating suggestions from all 
stakeholders.

“Very soon, we will come up 
with a new film policy that will be 
perfect and concrete,” the Minister 
disclosed while responding to a sup-
plementary query raised by BJP MLA 
Tai Nikio.

Dukam acknowledged that 
film-making in Arunachal Pradesh be-
gan in 1974 but is still in its nascent 
stage despite the creative innovations 
emerging in the sector. He stated that 
the government has conducted sev-
eral meetings on the proposed policy 
and is committed to providing a strong 
foundation for the state’s film industry.

Call for a Film Development 
Board

Earlier, raising the issue, 
Nyapin MLA Tai Nikio stressed that 
Arunachal Pradesh has immense 
potential in film-making. However, 
he pointed out that the absence of 

a proper policy has hindered the 
growth of the industry.

To address these challeng-
es, he proposed the establishment 
of a Film Development Board of 
Arunachal Pradesh, which would 
oversee, regulate, and promote the 
local film sector.

Additionally, the legislator 
also urged the government to pro-
vide financial assistance to local 
entrepreneurs by offering loans with 
subsidies for setting up cinema halls 
in every district, ensuring wider ac-
cessibility to films made in the state.

With the coming of Film and 
Television Institute in Arunachal 
Pradesh which has already started 
functioning as the first batch of stu-
dents embarked on their cinematic 
journey, the government’s assurance 
of a concrete policy, the film industry 
in the Himalayan state is expected to 
receive a significant boost, encour-
aging local talent and fostering re-
gional storytelling on a larger scale.

Khandu assures to resolve Changlang-Assam boundary issue soon

ITANAGAR, March 7:
The Arunachal Pradesh Legislative 
Assembly Passed Two Bills on Friday, 
March 7 The Arunachal Pradesh Pub-
lic Premises (Eviction of Unauthorized 
Occupants)(Amendment) Bill,2025 
and The Arunachal Pradesh Flood 
Plain Zoning Bills,2025.

While giving reply to question 
by Tai Nalo MLA, Chief Minister Pema 
Khandu said ‘The Arunachal Pradesh 
District Based Entrepreneurs and Pro-
fessionals Inactive Development and 
Promotion Act, 2025 has been pending 
in Guwahati High Court, and till now 
matter has been Subjudice.

DCM Chona Mein while re-
sponding the question by Thangwam 
Wangham that whether it is a fact that 
the 132 Kv line from Khonsa to Long-
ding and the 33 Kv line from Kanubari 
to Longding are being implemented by 
Power GRID, said to meet up the need 
of the power in the State a comprehen-
sive measure would be initiated. 

Forest Clearence, disputes of 
ownership are also some of the rea-
sons that hampered the ongoing pro-
cess.DCM also said that joint Coor-
dination Committee has been form to 
resolved the issue and Power Grid has 
given the consent that by March 2026 
they will complete the project.

Department will definitely take 
pollution Control Measures while es-
tablished Industries said Nyato Dukam 
Minister for Industry while responding 
to N.Ering MLA.

Earlier, Wangki Lowang Minis-
ter of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, move the (Prevention and 
Control of Pollution) Amendment Act, 
2024(No.5 of 2024) and adopted.

Nagmey Tseringt MlA, raised 
the short Duration Discussion sre-
garding the “safeguarding of Sacred 
Lands”, he said as an Inian citizen I 
paid tribute and respect to the Indian 
Army. But having said that local people 
have faced many problems because 
the population has been increasing 
and Indian Army has already been 
established on their land. In that case 
concern Minister should talk with the 
Indian Army before the situation get 
out of control.

During short duration Discis-
sion MLAs-Toko Tatung, Tangwam 
Wangham, Pani Taram participated.

Discussion on the Report on the 
Roadmap of the Education Scenario:

The Arunachal Pradesh As-
sembly engaged in a comprehensive 
discussion on the Report on the Road-
map of the Education Scenario of the 
State, a day after Education Minister 
Pasang Dorjee Sona tabled the report 
in the House.

The roadmap was developed 
following a three-day Chintan Shi-
vir cum Education Conclave held in 
August 2024, along with subsequent 
brainstorming sessions conducted by 
the Minister with various stakeholders 
across all districts. The initiative aimed 
to identify key challenges, areas for 
improvement, and build consensus on 
solutions aligned with the state’s edu-
cational vision.

Key outcomes and immediate 
action points emerged from the con-
clave included a consensus on con-
solidating low-enrolment schools and 
transitioning towards an inter-village/
residential school (IVRS) model. Ad-
ditionally, the state plans to launch 
a targeted mission for executing key 
education reforms.

Following district-level follow-
up visits, the Education Department re-
ceived school consolidation proposals 
from all 27 districts. As per these pro-
posals, approximately 2,900 schools 
are to be consolidated into around 
1,600, reducing the total number of 
schools by 47%. This restructuring 
aims to enhance resource allocation 
and improve the overall quality of edu-
cation, the minister stated.

Despite continuous efforts 
to improve education in Arunachal 
Pradesh, challenges persist in infra-
structure, human resource distribution, 
capacity building, and learning out-
comes. To address these issues, the 
government has outlined a three-year 
strategic roadmap under the Mission 
Shikshit Arunachal Pradesh by 2029 
initiative.

“The roadmap itself is a testa-
ment to the government’s commitment 
to revitalizing the education system, 
which has slightly derailed over time,” 
Sona said, urging fellow members to 
extend their support for transformative 
changes in the sector. He emphasized 
that building a future-ready education 
system requires reformative initiatives 
implemented with a mission-driven ap-
proach.

Acknowledging the feedback 
and suggestions from members, the 

Education Minister assured that posi-
tive inputs would be incorporated into 
the report. “We all need to come to-
gether, work together, and move to-
gether to make this mission a suc-
cess,” he asserted.

With elementary education as 
the primary focus, Sona clarified that 
pre-primary schools and early child-
hood care and education (ECCE) 
centers would not be affected by the 
consolidation plan. He also noted that 
the state’s pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) 
exceeds the national average. Post-
budget, the government will hold an 
inter-departmental meeting to finalize 
the convergence model for education 
reforms.

An assessment of school infra-
structure gaps is currently underway, 
and the Minister assured that an equal 
number of schools across all Assem-
bly constituencies would be selected 
for development. He urged members 
to prioritize schools that require urgent 
infrastructure improvements.

Addressing the challenge of 
teachers’ transfer and posting, Sona 
announced that rationalization would 
be implemented through an online 
portal, ensuring a transparent process 
that considers teachers’ needs and 
concerns.

He emphasized that strong 
political will and cooperation from all 
stakeholders are essential for bringing 
meaningful changes to the state’s edu-
cation system.

The Mission Shikshit Arunachal 
Pradesh initiative received support 
across party lines, with leaders in-
cluding Congress’ Kumar Waii, NPP’s 
Thangwang Wangham, NCP’s Toko 
Tatung, and senior BJP members Ni-
nong Ering, Wanglin Lowangdong, 
and Dr Mohesh Chai commending the 
Education Minister and his department 
for their efforts to transform the state's 
education landscape.

Arunachal Pradesh has 3,496 
schools across 28 districts, with a total 
enrollment of 2.72 lakh students. Gov-
ernment schools form the majority, with 
2,807 schools serving over 1.39 lakh 
students including 396 zero-enrolment 
schools, 1,408 schools with less than 
30 students, and 616 single-teacher 
schools. The state has a teaching 
workforce of 23,224, including 10,011 
regular and 5,391 contractual teach-
ers. 

ITANAGAR, March 10: 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister 
Pema Khandu on Monday, March 
10 informed the Assembly that the 
ongoing talks on Assam-Arunachal 
boundary matter is “moving forward 
in a positive direction”, exuding con-
fidence that the vexed boundary dis-
pute between the two neighbouring 
states will be resolved ‘soon’ under 
the tutelage of Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah.

Replying to a supplementary 
question raised by senior BJP mem-
ber Wanglin Lowangdong, Khandu 
said that as desired by the Prime Min-
ister to go for out-of-court settlement 
of the long-standing boundary row 
between the two Northeastern states, 
lots of progress had been achieved 
thus far.

“As of now, boundary disputes 
in five districts – West Kameng, East 
Siang, Lohit, Tirap, and Namsai – 
have been resolved, while disputes 
in six districts are still under review 
by the reconstituted Regional Com-
mittees,” the Chief Minister said. He 
added that boundary demarcation be-
tween the two states for the remaining 

six districts will be done shortly.
Reaffirming both the BJP-

ruled states’ strong commitment to 
solve the boundary issue, Khandu 
told the House, “We will be going 
ahead as per the agreement reached 
at with Assam counterpart following 
the Namsai Declaration inked on July 
15, 2022.”

While assuring that the gov-
ernment will take up with Assam 
counterpart separately the issues of 
left out settlement areas of Tirap dis-
trict along with that of Changlang, the 
Chief Minister revealed that the Re-
gional Committees from both sides 
will visit and demarcate the disputed 
border areas to solve the inter-state 
boundary row as early as possible.

Earlier, Home Minister Mama 
Natung, while replying to Lowang-
dong’s query on the status of bound-
ary issue, informed that the recon-
stituted Regional Committees (RCs) 
for the six districts - Pakke Kessang, 
Papum Pare, Kamle, Lower Siang, 
Lower Dibang Valley, and Longding 
- held their first meeting on Septem-
ber 26 last year wherein it was then 
decided to start joint inspections with 

the corresponding RCs of Assam.
“A joint report on recent de-

velopments, challenges and rec-
ommendations is awaited,” Natung 
said.

The Home Minister also in-
formed that the Regional Committee 
for Changlang district is currently on 
hold due to initial opposition from 
Assam Govt, as no disputed villages 
were reported in the Local Commis-
sion’s 2014 report.

To another supplementary, 
Natung reiterated that Arunachal 
Pradesh has consistently opposed 
the unilateral notification of the erst-
while Bordoloi Commission of 1951. 
“The state’s proactive efforts have 
led to an MoU allowing for the ad-
justment of land/areas inhabited by 
Arunachali people within 3 km into 
the state,” he said.

It may be mentioned that the 
‘Namsai Declaration’ was signed 
by the Chief Ministers of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Assam, Pema Khandu 
and Himanta Biswa Sarma, in July 
2022 at Namsai, agreeing in-princi-
ple to reduce the number of disputed 
villages from 123 to 86.

House passes two key bills

Assam-Arunachal boundary talks moving 
forward in a positive direction- CM

YACHULI, March 12: 
The Arunachal State Rural Liveli-
hoods Mission (ArSRLM) success-
fully organized a one-day district 
level orientation on the Deen Dayal 
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yo-
jana (DDU-GKY) and Rural Self Em-
ployment Training Institute (RSETI) 
at Yachuli in Keyi Panyor district.

The event aimed to raise 
awareness and encourage active 
participation from key stakeholders 
at the district, block, and village lev-
els.

The orientation witnessed the 
presence of Shweta Nagarkoti Me-
hta, Deputy Commissioner Keyi Pa-
nyor, and Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Keyi Panyor Likha Teji along 
with representatives from Panchayati 

Raj Institutions (PRIs), Cluster Level 
Federations (CLFs), Primary Level 
Federations (PLFs), and Self-Help 
Group (SHG) members.

Speaking at the event, the 
DC underscored the importance of 
collaborative efforts to enhance the 
schemes’ impact. She also urged 
all stakeholders to actively support 
the mission to empower rural youth 
through DDU-GKY and RSETI initia-
tives.

Addressing the gathering, 
Keyi Panyor Trade Development Of-
ficer Tai Arun emphasized the sig-
nificance of convergence between 
various schemes and departments to 
maximize the overall impact of these 
initiatives.

Nabam Ompi, State Mission 

Manager (SMM) - MPBGKY, con-
ducted a detailed technical session 
highlighting the key features and 
achievements of the DDU-GKY and 
RSETI programs under ArSRLM.

Additionally, Jadumoni Bhara-
li Baruah, Manager - QME from Ernst 
& Young LLP, Technical Support 
Agency (TSA) of DDU-GKY, ArSR-
LM, presented insights into the key 
aspects of DDU-GKY 2.0.

The program was coordinated 
by Techi Totu, District Coordinator-
Yachuli, DDU-GKY, ArSRLM.

The event concluded with an 
engaging interactive session, where 
participants shared their concerns 
and suggestions to improve the 
outreach and effectiveness of the 
schemes within the district. 

ArSRLM organises district 
level orientation on DDU-GKY

BOMDILA, March 12: 
A coordination meeting of all political 
parties in the district was convened 
on Wednesday, March 12 at the Dis-
trict Election Office, Bomdila.

The meeting was held to dis-
cuss various aspects of the electoral 
process and address any grievances.

During the meeting, repre-
sentatives from political parties were 
briefed on the ECI press note and oth-
er electoral procedures. They were 
also invited to submit any grievances 
related to the electoral process, elec-
toral rolls, or other concerns.

The representatives from po-

litical parties unanimously stated that 
they had no complaints or grievances 
regarding the electoral process in 
West Kameng District.

he meeting was chaired by 
PhuntsoTashi, AERO, and attended 
by representatives from the BJP, INC, 
and NPP.

Coordination meeting held

TEZU, March 9: 
The District Library Tezu organized a 
vibrant and engaging event on Satur-
day to mark the launch of the library 
awareness campaign, "Library Move-
ment-2025".

The initiative aims to promote 
the significance of libraries in educa-
tion, intellectual growth, and commu-
nity development. The event, held at 
the District Library premises, saw ac-
tive participation from students, edu-
cators, and library enthusiasts from 
the region.

One of the event’s major high-
lights was an engaging session led by 
Padma Shri awardee Satyanarayanan 
Mundayoor, a renowned pioneer of the 
Youth Library Movement. He spoke 
about the effective use of public librar-
ies and how they serve as invaluable 
tools for learning, self-improvement, 
and community engagement. His in-
spiring words left a lasting impact on 
the audience, motivating them to be-
come active library users.

Earlier, District Library & Infor-

mation Officer Ing Ratan, in her wel-
come address, highlighted the vital 
role of libraries in shaping individuals’ 
intellectual and personal development 
and encouraged attendees to make 
the most of the library’s resources for 
their academic and personal growth.

As part of the awareness drive, 
participants were taken on a detailed 
library tour, allowing them to explore 
the extensive collection of books and 
digital resources. A guided narration 
provided insights into how library users 
can effectively utilize these resources.

Adding an element of excite-
ment, a quiz competition was conduct-
ed between students from Indira Gan-
dhi Govt College and Denning BEd 
College. The competition was fiercely 
contested, with both teams demon-
strating impressive knowledge and 
enthusiasm. Dr MK Jana, Associate 
Professor and Head of the Department 
of Commerce, skillfully moderated the 
quiz, keeping the atmosphere engag-
ing and competitive.

During the event, Librarian BK 

Bhattacharya highlighted the various 
services offered by the library, includ-
ing easy access to resources, digital 
cataloging, and membership benefits. 
He stressed that these services are 
designed to ensure seamless access 
to information for all community mem-
bers.

The event concluded with a 
prize distribution ceremony for the 
quiz winners, followed by a feedback 
session where participants shared 
their experiences. Additionally, a 
membership drive was also launched 
to encourage more individuals to join 
the library and benefit from its vast re-
sources.

The launch of "Library Move-
ment-2025" marks a significant step 
toward increasing awareness of the 
crucial role of libraries in education 
and community development. The 
campaign is set to continue throughout 
the year, focusing on building a strong 
network of library users and fostering 
a culture of reading and lifelong learn-
ing. 

Library awareness campaign
“Library Movement-2025” launched

KHONSA, March 11: 
In continuation of the phase-wise 
training imparted by the Directorate 
of Medical Education (T&R), GoAP 
(Naharlagun), a one-day compre-
hensive training programme on 
‘Laboratory Equipment, Processes, 
and Laboratory Information Man-
agement System (LIMS)’ was con-
ducted for laboratory technicians 
from Tirap, Changlang, and Long-

ding districts.
The training was held at the 

General Hospital, Khonsa on Mon-
day, March 10 with 36 lab techni-
cians from the TCL belt participating 
in the programme.

The training was led by ex-
perienced resource persons, includ-
ing M Borah from Dibrugarh, P Siva 
Kishore from Tripura, and Ananda 
Kumar from Naharlagun.

The event was also attended 
by Dr Bombei Tayeng, State Nodal 
Officer for Training, GoAP (Naharla-
gun).

The training covered five cru-
cial sessions, including Laboratory 
Safety and Biosafety, Quality Con-
trol and Quality Assurance, Labora-
tory Equipment and Instrumentation, 
Laboratory Testing and Procedures, 
and Evaluation and Feedback. 

Training Programme 
on Laboratory Equipments held

PASIGHAT, March 8: 
A free health cam was organized at 
the Anandamoyee Kali-Bari (AKB) 
campus, High-Region, Pasighat Sat-
urday, March 8. 

AKB General Secretary K. 
Birmangal Singh informed that alto-
gether 124 persons were treated by 
experienced doctors and health of-
ficials. He explained how free health 

check-up camp is helpful to people as 
it provides free medical check-up and 
medical advice and referral for spe-
cialized treatment. 

The GS also informed that 
AKB has been continuously organ-
izing free health camp every month 
since Jun-2024, in the AKB campus. 

DHS additional director (Retd) 
Dr. Saibal Bhattacharjee, SMO Runi 

Tasung, Dy. Chief Medical Officer 
Subir Bose and Dr. Mohish MS from 
BRO (Border Road Organization), 
health workers and AKB committee 
members extended their esteemed 
services to the needy people and led 
this daylong health camp successful. 

The event, which saw the pres-
ence of localities started at around 9 
am and continued upto 2.30 pm. 

Free Health camp held 
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
DIRECTORATE OF SPORTS 

CHIMPU, ITANAGAR 
No. DSYA/INCENTIVES/41/2010(pt-I)    Dated Itanagar the 4th March, 2025 

CALLING ALL MERITORIOUS SPORTSPERSONS TO APPLY FOR CASH INCENTIVES AWARDS! 

The Directorate of Sports, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Chimpu, Itanagar extends a 
warm invitation to all exceptional sportspersons to apply for the prestigious Cash Incentives 
Awards. These remarkable awards are set to be presented during the grand celebration of National 
Sports Day in the year 2025. 
Eligibility Criteria for Cash Incentives: 

1. Timeframe of Excellence: Awards will exclusively honor events that took place between 
1stApril 2023 and 31stMarch 2025. 

2. Medal-Winning Triumphs: Recognizing medal winners of Regional, National, and Inter-
National Level Championships. 

3. Organisation: Championships must be organized by recognised Sports Federations & it 
must be theirOfficial Calendar Events. 

4. Exclusivity Clause: Open/Ranking/Style/Invitation/Friendship/Memorial Tournaments 
are not eligible for consideration. 

5. Pinnacle Performance: Only the athletes' highest achievements for the respective 
Financial Year will be taken into account. 

6. Selective Disciplines: Eligibility is confined to the Olympic and Non-Olympic Sports 
Disciplines outlined in the Cash Incentives Rules of the State Sports Policy 2017. 

Submission Guidelines: 

1. Proper Format: All applications must be submitted in the prescribed format. 
2. Year-Wise Excellence: Submit your application showcasing achievements for each 

financial year, spanning from 2023-24 to 2024-25, to the relevant associations. 
3. Verified Credentials: Concerned associations are responsible for submitting duly verified 

certificates, along with forwarding from the Secretary General or President. 
4. Unified Approach: Individually submitted applications will not be entertained. 
5. Reference to Office Order:As per office order no. DS/Monitoring&Evaluation/01/2024 

dated 17thSeptember 2024, all registered sports associations were instructed to submit 
monthly reports to the Sports Authority of Arunachal and the Department of Sports, Govt. 
of Arunachal Pradesh. It was clearly stated that failure to submit these reports would result 
in a halt of grants. Therefore, associations are required to comply the order while 
forwarding any cash incentive application to this office.  

6. Deadline Alert: The last date for submission to the office of the Director Sports, Govt. 
of Arunachal Pradesh, Chimpu Itanagar is 5 PM 4th April, 2025. 

7. Anticipated Recognition: Selected awardees along with previous pending awards will be 
honoured during the National Sports Day celebration on 29th August 2025. The final list of 
awardees will be determined, a stipulated time for claim/objection also be given only after 
careful review and subject to the availability of funds. 

A committee will meticulously review the applications submitted by the athletes, and the 
verdict of the committee shall stand as conclusive. No modifications will be entertained once the 
list has been finalized.  

(Tadar Appa) 
Director Sports 

Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh 
Chimpu, Itanagar 

 

GOVT. OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER   
 RURAL WORKS DIVISION  

PASIGHAT (AP) 
NOTICE  INVITING TENDER  

 
NIT No. 02/2024-2025/PRWD/02       Dtd.Pasighat, the 6th March ’2025 
 
The Executive Engineer, RWD,Pasighat, on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, invites items rate tender in PWD 
Form 8 from experienced contractors of appropriate class as per Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneur and Professional 
(Incentives, Development and Professional) act 2015 and in accordance with the Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh Extraordinary 
Gazzette notification no. 247 Vol. XXVII, November’2020 with upto date amendent for the following work. 
 

N
am

e 
of

 w
or

k 
 

Es
tim

at
ed

 C
os

t 
 (R

s.
 in

 la
kh

). 
 

 E
ar

ne
st

 M
on

ey
  

Ti
m

e 
A

llo
w

ed
 fo

r 
co

m
pl

et
io

n 

L
as

t D
at

e 
&

 ti
m

e 
fo

r 
su

bm
is

si
on

 o
f 

bi
ds

  

Ti
m

e 
an

d 
da

te
 o

f 
op

en
in

g 
of

 T
ec

hn
ic

al
 

B
id

 

Ti
m

e 
&

 D
at

e 
of

 
op

en
in

g 
fin

an
ci

al
 b

id
s 

C
os

t o
f B

id
 D

oc
um

en
t 

in
 D

D
 (n

on
-r

ef
un

da
bl

e)
  

Pl
ac

e 
of

 b
id

 s
ub

m
is

si
on

 
&

 o
pe

ni
ng

 

C
la

ss
 o

f c
on

tr
ac

to
r 

1 2 
 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Infrastructure 
Development at 
GUPS Namsing 

R
s.

 5
,7

1,
21

,0
96

.0
0 

R
s.

 5
,7

1,
21

1.
00

 

24
 M

on
th

s.
 

19
/0

3/
20

25
 u

pt
o 

16
00

 H
rs

 

20
/0

3/
20

25
 a

t 1
03

0 
H

rs
 

20
/0

3/
20

25
 a

t 1
03

0 
H

rs
 

R
s.

 5
,0

00
.0

0 

O
ff

ic
e 

of
 th

e 
   

   
   

 
Su

pe
ri

nt
en

di
ng

 E
ng

in
ee

r 
R

W
C

, P
as

ig
ha

t C
ir

cl
e 

A
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 C
la

ss
 

 
Date of release of invitation for bids: 06/03/2025 
 
Availability of Bid Documents and mode of submission:  The bid document is available in the office of the Executive Engineer 
RWD Pasighat,East Siang from 07/03/2025 to 17/03/2025 during office hours on all working day.  The bidders are required to 
submit  original demand draft towards the cost of bid document ( non-refundable) and  original registration and domicile 
certificates to Executive Engineer RWD Pasighat at the time of purchase of bid document. Original firm registration will be 
returned back after verification on same day. 
 
 It is compulsory for the Bidder, at his own cost, responsibility and risk, to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the 
site of works and its surroundings including source of principal materials, earth, water, sand, aggregates etc. before submitting 
the bid. 
  
 The undersigned has right to extend or cancel the tender without declaring any reason. 
 
 
                          -Sd- 

 
Executive Engineer 

Rural Works Division 
Pasighat 

 
 

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

LEPARADA DISTRICT : BASAR

No.LRD/Sports-07/2024-25/	 Dated Basar the 7thMarch’2025.
ADVERTISEMENT

WALK –IN-INTERVIEW FOR BOXINGCOACH(PAST CHAMPION ATHE-
LETES

	
In pursuance to Govt. order No. DS/SKIC/AP-III/2020(pt) Dtd, Itanagar the 28th February 
2024, the department of sports, Basar, Leparada District in collaboration with District Admin-
istration, Basar is going to conduct a walk-in-interview to hire 01(one) no.of Past champion 
Athletes (PCA)for Khelo India Centre(KIC), Basar, Gori complex as per details below. The ap-
pointment will be purely on contract basis and Small Khelo India Guidelines issued by Sports 
Authority of New Delhi will be strictly followed.

Sl/No Discipline Name of Khelo India Centre & Location No.of Post
1 Boxing Gori Complex 1(one)

	 Last Date of receipt or application via email/mail or by hand:-21st March 2025(Friday) 
till 4 PM..
	 Email ID:-dclrd@gmail.com
	 Date of walk in interview:-24th March’2025(Monday) at 10.30 AM.
	 Place of Interview:-DCOffice, Basar Leparada District.
A.	 Eligibility criteria for past champion Athletes:
Order of preference Individual sports
1st Preference Represented India at recognized international competition under 

recognized SF/Association of respective sport.
2nd Preference Medal winner at Senior National Past Championship conducted by 

recognized NSF
OR
Medal winner at Khelo India Games

3rd Preference Medal winner at National All India University Past Championship
4th Preference Represented State in Senior National Past Championships con-

ducted by recognized NSF
           OR
 Participation in Khelo India Games

B.	 Age Limit: Maximum age limit for applicants will be 40 years. However, relaxation may 
be accorded in deserving cases.
C.	 Tenure: The contractual engagement will be initially for a period of 02(two) years which 
could be further extended on the basis of performance.
D.	 Remuneration: Fixed monthly remuneration of Rs. 25,000/-, i.e.Rs. 3 lakhs per annum.
E.	 Eligibility Documents: The eligible and interested candidate may report with their original 
educational, professional, sports achievement certificates, ID proof and adhaar Card at District 
Sports Office, Leparada District, Basar.
F.	 Tax Deduction at Source: The income Tax or any other tax liable to be deducted, as per 
the prevailing rules will be deducted at source before effecting the payments, for which the 
Directorate of sports will issue TDS/Service Tax Certificate, as applicable.
G.	 Other Allowances: No TA/DA shall be admissible for interview and joining the assign-
ment or on its completion. No other facilities like DA, accommodation, residential phone, con-
veyance/ transport, personal staff, medical reimbursement, HRA and LTC, etc.would be admis-
sible.
H.	 Extension: performance of the selected candidates would be continuously reviewed and 
their extension will be considered on the basis of periodic review/requirement.
I.	 Leave: They will be entitled for 30 days leave in a calendar year on pro-rata basis. Un 
availed leave in a calendar year will lapse and will not be carry-forwarded to the next calendar 
year.
J.	 Other Conditions: 
	 1.	 This appointment will be on contract basis and does not confer any right to claim 
to permanent employment in Khelo India Centre (KIC)/Directorate of Sports.
	 2.	 In case of performance, not found satisfactory (Name of the extension centre) 
reserves the right to terminate the contract by giving 30 (thirty) days notice  to the past Cham-
pion Athlete, and Directorate of sports also may withdraw offer at any time without assigning 
any reason.

Sd/- (Atul Tayeng)APCS
 Deputy Commissioner
   Leparada District, AP.

Itanagar
Weather forecast

Partly sunny
19oC

Clip Forum

Guv extends 
IWD greetings
ITANAGAR, MAR 7:
Governor Lt General KT 
Parnaik (retd) has extend-
ed his heartfelt greetings 
to the women of the state 
on the momentous occa-
sion of the International 
Women’s Day (IWD). 

In the spirit of this 
year’s IWD theme, ‘Em-
bracing Equity, Inspiring 
Change,’ the governor 
urged all to move beyond 
equality and take decisive 
action to create a truly fair 
and just society where ev-
ery woman has the oppor-
tunity to thrive.

“The International 
Women’s Day is more 
than a celebration; it is a 
call to action. It reminds 
us of women’s immense 
contributions across all 
spheres of life. Women 
are the backbone of fami-
lies, the pillars of com-
munities, and the driving 
force behind national 
progress”, Parnaik said in 
his message. 

(Contd on P-2)...

Co-Apt test 
conducted

DOIMUKH, MAR 7:
Seva Bharati Arunachal 
Pradesh in collaboration 
with Jnana Prabodhini 
Competitive Examination 
Centre (JPCEC), Pune, 
conducted the Competi-
tive Aptitude Assessment 
(Co-Apt) Test at Govern-
ment College, Doimukh 
on Thursday.

Conducted under 
the guidance of Dr Savita 
Kulkarni, Head of JPCEC 
Pune, the test aimed to 
help students assess their 
skills, abilities, and tem-
perament for competitive 
exams like the civil ser-
vices. 

Many aspirants 
lack clarity on the compe-
tencies required succeed-
ing and Co-Apt provides 
a structured evaluation to 
bridge this gap. By mea-
suring key aspects essen-
tial for exam preparation, 
this initiative will empower 
students from Arunachal 
to make informed career 
choices and enhance their 
readiness for future chal-
lenges, a release stated.

Defunct vet 
centre revived
BORUM, MAR 7:
A veterinary aid centre 
which lay defunct for few 
years has been revived 
by the Animal Husbandry 
& Dairy Development 
department at Borum in 
Papum Pare district. 

The facility was 
constructed at an esti-
mated cost of about Rs 18 
lakh at the land donated 
by one of the locals of the 
area.

The facility was 
inaugurated by Dr Nyokar 
Taipodia, Deputy Director 
Planning (AHV & DD)

in presence of Dr 
Joymoti (Contd on P-2)... 

Focus on strengthening elementary 
education in state: Sona

Borders should serve as bridges not barriers: 
Nagaland guv 

Mein assures timely completion of 
power projects

Platform 2.0 gets underway

West Siang to be declared as 
‘avoidable blindness free’ dist

Union min reviews status of central schemes in Lohit

Govt will take steps to protect sacred 
lands from army ‘occupation’: Minister TANAGAR, MAR 7:

The state government is 
focusing on strengthening 
elementary education to 
improve the state’s overall 
education scenario, minis-
ter Passang Dorjee Sona 
said on Friday.

Sona, the educa-
tion minister, was speak-
ing in the assembly a day 
after tabling the ‘Roadmap 
of Education Scenario of 
the State’ report under the 
‘Mission Shikshit Arunachal 
2029’.

Noting the dismal 
condition of the education 
sector in the state, Sona 
sought the cooperation of 
all MLAs.

“What we lack is po-
litical will. We must take de-
cisive action to improve our 

education system. Help the 
government by not interfer-
ing in the transfer and post-
ings of teachers. Initial chal-
lenges will be addressed 
over time,” he said.

“We visited each 
district to assess challeng-
es, before preparing this 
report. We were transpar-

ent about our limitations. 
The three-year deadline is 
set to ensure we work in a 
mission-driven approach,” 
he added.

The Education 
Department organised a 
three-day ‘Chintan Shi-
vir-cum-Education Con-
clave’ in (Contd on P-2)...

KIMIN, MAR 7:
Nagaland governor La Ga-
nesan on Friday said that 
borders should serve as 
bridges of friendship, trust, 
and cooperation rather 
than barriers.

Addressing the Bor-
der Area Programme, held 
at the DBT APSC&T Cen-
tre of Excellence in Kimin, 
Ganesan emphasized the 
essence of “Ek Bharat, 
Shreshtha Bharat” (One 
India, Great India), under-
scoring how such initiatives 
promote communal harmo-
ny, cross-cultural exchang-
es, and national unity.

Ganesan, who is 

also the chairman of the 
North East Zone Cultural 
Centre (NEZCC), de-
scribed the program as a 
celebration of fraternity and 

an opportunity to experi-
ence the richness of India’s 
cultural heritage. He high-
lighted that culture serves 
as a (Contd on P-2)... 

ITANAGAR, MAR 7:
Power Grid Corporation of 
India Ltd (PGCIL) is active-
ly implementing the Com-
prehensive Scheme for 
Strengthening of Transmis-
sion and Distribution Sys-
tem (CCST&DS), a cen-
trally sponsored initiative 
aimed at bolstering power 
infrastructure in Arunachal 
Pradesh and Sikkim, the 
state assembly was in-
formed on Friday.

Responding to a 
query from NPP legisla-
tor Thangwang Wang-
ham, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Chowna Mein said the 
project includes the estab-
lishment of a 132 KV trans-

mission line from Khonsa 
(Tirap district) to Longding 
district and a 33 KV line 
from Kanubari to Longding.

Providing updates 
on the progress, Mein, who 
also holds the Power and 
Hydro-Power portfolios, 
said tower foundation work 
under the 132 KV transmis-
sion line is underway, with 
eight out of the total 78 tow-
ers completed.

“The project steer-
ing committee has ap-
proved the implementation 
of the 33 KV Longding-
Kanubari transmission line 
through the state power 
department, and the sign-
ing of a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) be-
tween the department and 
PGCIL is in progress,” the 
minister informed.

Addressing con-
cerns by Wangham over 
the lack of power supply 
in insurgency-hit Longding 
district, Mein acknowl-
edged the initial delays 
caused by issues such as 
forest clearance, working 
permissions from the en-
vironment, forest and cli-
mate change department, 
and compensation assess-
ments.

He, however, as-
sured that both the state 
power department and 
PGCIL (Contd on P-2)... 

ITANAGAR, MAR 7: 
The second edition of the 
Platform got underway at 
the State Banquet Hall here 
on Friday, bringing together 
business leaders, policy-
makers, and aspiring en-
trepreneurs to discuss the 
evolving startup landscape 
in Arunachal Pradesh.

Industries and Com-
merce minister Nyato Du-
kam inaugurated the event 
in the presence of Namsai 
MLA Chau Zingnu Nam-
choom, setting the stage 
for a series of discussions 
aimed at fostering innova-
tion and economic growth 
in the region.

Speaking on the 
occasion, Dukam em-
phasized the importance 
of such events in nurtur-
ing the potential of young 
minds and positioning the 
state as a hub for new-age 
entrepreneurship.

“By providing a col-
laborative environment 
for creative and business-
minded individuals, ‘The 

Platform 2.0’ is set to pave 
the way for transformative 
ideas that will shape the 
future of the state’s econo-
my,” he said.

Namchoom also 
spoke on the occasion 
and lauded the organizers 
for coming up with such 
an insightful event for the 
youth and aspiring entre-
preneurs.

The event, organ-
ised by the Arunachal Pho-
tography Club (APC), in 
collaboration with the De-
partment of Youth Affairs, 

commenced with a panel 
discussion titled “Women 
Empowerment: Breaking 
Barriers”, featuring trail-
blazing women entrepre-
neurs Kenyir Ete, Tania 
Priya, and advocate Senya 
Lowang.

The panelists re-
flected on their profession-
al journeys, highlighting the 
challenges they have faced 
and the strategies they 
employed to succeed in 
the entrepreneurial world. 
Their insights resonated 
with the (Contd on P-2)... 

Assembly passes bill to 
strengthen provisions for 
eviction from govt land

ITANAGAR, MAR 7:
Two significant bills, on 
land eviction and flood-
plain zoning, were passed 
in the Arunachal Pradesh 
assembly on Friday.

The Arunachal 
Pradesh Public Premises 
(Eviction of Unauthorized 
Occupants) Bill, introduced 
on Thursday by Land Man-
agement Minister Balo Raja, 
was passed by voice vote.

The bill seeks 
to amend the existing 
Arunachal Pradesh Pub-
lic Premises (Eviction of 
Unauthorized Occupants) 

Act, 2003, to strengthen 
provisions to remove un-
authorised occupants from 
public properties.

The assembly also 
passed the Arunachal 
Pradesh Flood Plain Zon-
ing Bill, 2025, introduced 
by Water Resources Min-
ister Biyuram Wahge, by 
voice vote.

The bill aims to reg-
ulate the floodplain zoning 
of rivers and address con-
cerns related to flooding 
and land use in vulnerable 
areas.

(Contd on P-2)... 

AALO, MAR 7;
The National Programme 
for Control of Blindness 
and Visual Impairment 
(NPCBVI) is proceed-
ing with the declaration of 
West Siang as ‘avoidable 
blindness free’ district by 
31st March, 2025. 

In the run up to the 
event, the Health depart-
ment is engaged in mobi-
lization of community to 
cooperate in campaign, 
training of staffs and volun-
teers involved to achieve 
the target. 

The ASHAs and 
other primary health care 
workers are already work-

ing in the field and all the 
rural communities have 
been screened. 

In this direction, a 
training of volunteers for 
screening of township area 
was conducted on Friday 
by the ophthalmologists 
and para-medical ophthal-
mic assistant. 

The screening of 
the township area for 
operable cataract cases 
will be started immedi-
ately and all the operable 
cases detected in rural 
and urban areas will be 
operated free of cost at 
General Hospital, Aalo. 
(DIPR)

ITANAGAR, MAR 7:
Arunachal Pradesh Land 
Management Minister Balo 
Raja on Friday assured the 
House that the state gov-
ernment will take necessary 
steps to safeguard sacred 
lands allegedly occupied by 
Army establishments.

Responding to a 
discussion initiated by 
NPP MLA Namgey Tser-
ing from Tawang constitu-
ency, the minister said the 
government would direct 
the deputy commissioners 
of affected districts to sub-
mit detailed reports on the 
issue, following which ap-
propriate action would be 
taken.

“Protecting the sa-

cred and religious lands of 
tribal communities is the re-
sponsibility of the state gov-
ernment,” Raja asserted.

Tsering while ini-
tiating the discussion ex-
pressed concern that sev-
eral sacred and holy sites in 
the border district allegedly 
remain occupied by the 
Army without formal acqui-
sition.

He cautioned that 
the situation could lead to 
tension between locals and 
the Army in future.

Tsering claimed that 
since 1961, several sacred 
lands in border areas have 
come under Army occupa-
tion.

He urged the gov-

ernment to initiate talks 
with the Defence Ministry to 
resolve the issue, empha-
sising the Army’s significant 
contribution to the district 
and the need to strengthen 
local-military bonhomie.

He also suggested 
that the government iden-
tify all sacred lands alleg-
edly occupied by the Army 
across the state and take 
measures to vacate them 
while allocating fresh land 
for defence establish-
ments.

Joining the discus-
sion, NCP MLA from Ya-
chuli, Takam Tatung, urged 
the government to treat the 
matter with utmost serious-
ness and engage with De-

fence authorities before the 
situation worsens.

NPP state president 
and Longding-Pumao MLA 
Thangwang Wangham 
raised concerns over the 
lack of clarity regarding 
land ownership between 
the Army and local resi-
dents in Longding district.

He called for govern-
ment intervention through 
deputy commissioners to 
resolve disputes.

Senior BJP leader 
Pani Taram emphasised 
that such lands hold deep 
cultural and spiritual sig-
nificance for Arunachal 
Pradesh’s tribal commu-
nities and must be safe-
guarded. (Source: PTI)

TEZU, MAR 7:
Union Minister of State for 
Railways and Jal Shakti V 
Somanna on Friday vis-
ited Tezu in Lohit district to 
conduct a comprehensive 
review of the various cen-
trally sponsored schemes 
(CSS). 

During the visit, Lo-
hit deputy commissioner 
Kesang Ngurup Damo 
provided an in-depth pre-
sentation on the district’s 
development, highlighting 
the ongoing schemes, their 
progress, and the achieve-
ments thus far.

In his address, So-
manna stressed the impor-
tance of working efficiently 
to address the needs of the 

downtrodden and ensuring 
the rapid development of 
the region. He urged all 
stakeholders to prioritize 
public welfare and ensure 
that the benefits of these 
schemes reach the people 

in a timely and effective 
manner. 

The union minister 
also highlighted the need 
for better coordination be-
tween the state and central 
government agencies to 

streamline the implemen-
tation of development pro-
grams.

He also highlighted 
the importance of the Jan 
Ashudhi Yojana, which 
aims to (Contd on P-2)... 
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NOTICE 
The office of this daily 
has been shifted to a 
new location. Henceforth, 
all communication may 
be directed towards the        
following address: Near 
Hanuman Mandir, D-Sec-
tor, Naharlagun (A.P.).
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GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DEPARTMENT  
MECHUKHA DIVISION 

No. EE/RWD/MKA/SCH(EDU)/ NIT-01/2024-25/                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Dated Mechukha the 1st  March’ 2025 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

 
     The Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha Division on behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh invites sealed Item rate tenders as detailed below from approved and eligible 
registered firms/ contractors with Appropriate class enlisted in CPWD/PWD/BRO/PSU as per Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) 
(Amendment) Act 2020 of Dated 02/11/2020 for the below mentioned work:- 

Sl 
No 

Name of work 
 

Estimated Cost 
put to Tender 

Earnest 
Money 

 

Completion 
period 

(in Months) 

Last date and time for 
receipt of application for 

issue of Tender form 

Last date and time of 
submission of Tender at 

SE RWC  Office Bam 

Date & time of 
opening of 

Technical bid 

Date & time of 
opening of Financial 

bid 
1 2 3 4 5  6 7 8 

  1 
C/o 20 Bedded Hostel Building including kitchen & dining Hall with 
warden room and C/o 4 Unit Type- ll Qtrs (G+1) at GUPS, Lhalung [Shi-
Yomi District] under (SASCI) 

 
2,12,30,000.00 

 
2,12,300.00 12 Months 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1200 Hours 17-03 -2025, Up to 1600 

Hours 
18-03 -2025, Up to 

1000 Hours 

Will be Notify after 
technical  Bid  evaluation 

 

2 
C/o 20 Bedded Hostel Building includingkitchen and dining hall with 
Warden Room and C/o 4 Unit Type-II Quarters(G+1) at GSS, Tato [Shi-
Yomi District] under (SASCI) 

 
2,12,30,000.00 

 
2,12,300.00 

 
12 Months 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1200 Hours 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1600 

Hours 

18-03 -2025, Up to 
1000 Hours 

Will be Notify after 
technical  Bid evaluation 

 

3 
C/o 20 Bedded Hostel Building including kitchen and dinning hall with 
Warden Room and C/o 4 Unit Type-II Quarters(G+1) at GUPS, Yapik[Shi-
Yomi District] under (SASCI) 

 
2,12,30,000.00 

 
2,12,300.00 

 
12 Months 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1200 Hours 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1600 

Hours 

18-03 -2025, Up to 
1000 Hours 

Will be Notify after 
technical  Bid evaluation 

 

4 
C/o 20 Bedded Hostel Building including kitchen and dining hall with 
Warden Room and C/o 4 Unit Type-II Quarters(G+1) at GSS, Monigong 
[Shi-Yomi District] under (SASCI) 

 
2,12,30,000.00 

 
2,12,300.00 

 
12 Months 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1200 Hours 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1600 

Hours 

18-03 -2025, Up to 
1000 Hours 

Will be Notify after 
technical  Bid evaluation 

 

5 
C/o 20 Bedded Hostel Building including kitchen and dining hall with 
Warden Room and C/o 4 Unit Type-II Quarters(G+1) at NSCBAV GRS 
Dorjeeling [Shi-Yomi District] under (SASCI) 

 
2,12,30,000.00 

 
2,12,300.00 

 
12 Months 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1200 Hours 

 
17-03 -2025, Up to 1600 

Hours 

18-03 -2025, Up to 
1000 Hours 

Will be Notify after 
technical  Bid evaluation 

 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE CONTRACT 
     1.  Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) (Amendment) Act 2020, NOTIFICATION DTD 02/11/2020, shall apply 
     2. Tender shall be opened at Office of SE RWC Bam  at 1000 hours of 18th March’ 2025 in presence of intending Contractors or their authorized representatives. 
    3. Payment is subjected to release of fund from the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. 
     4. The earnest money in the form of FDR/STDR of Nationalized bank/ Scheduled Bank should be deposited along with the tenders in the appropriate form as per the tender documents.  The tender documents  
          shall be issued on production of valid registration certificate of appropriate class and on payment by cash of Rs 5000.00 (Five thousand) only for being the cost of tender documents (non-refundable) as  
          shown above against the work  
     5. The tender documents can be obtained from the Office of Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha from 03/03/2025 to 17/03/2025 upto 1200 Hrs during office hours on all working days.  It is compulsory for  
          the Bidder, at his own cost, responsibility and risk, to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the site of works and its surroundings including source of earth, water, road aggregates etc. before submitting  
          the bid. It is essential for all the bidders to participate in Pre-bid meeting.  
 

 
Executive Engineer 

Rural Works Division, Mechukha 
Shi-Yomi District 

  
 

 
GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DEPARTMENT  
MECHUKHA DIVISION 

NO.EE/MKA/RWD /RIDF-XXX/NIT-01/2024-25                                                                                                                                                  Dated Mechukha the 3rd March’ 2025 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

 
     The Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha Division on behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh invites sealed Item rate tenders as detailed below from approved and eligible 
registered firms/ contractors with Appropriate class enlisted in CPWD/PWD/BRO/PSU as per Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) 
(Amendment) Act 2020 of Dated 02/11/2020 for the below mentioned work:- 

Sl 
No 

Name of work 
 

Estimated Cost 
put to Tender 

Earnest Money 
 

Completion 
period 

(in Months) 

Last date and time for 
receipt of application 

for issue of Tender form 

Last date and time of 
submission of Tender 
at SE RWC  Office Bam 

Date & time of 
opening of 

Technical bid 

Date & time of 
opening of Financial 

bid 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 Construction of CC Road at Drongser,  
Shi-Yomi District 

2,46,25000.00 2,46,250.00 12 Months 
19-03 -2025, Up to 1200 

Hours 
19-03 -2025, Up to 

1200 Hours 
19-03-2025                     

at 1300 Hours 
20-03-2025                     

at 1000 Hours 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE CONTRACT 
     1.  Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) (Amendment) Act 2020, NOTIFICATION DTD 02/11/2020, shall apply 
     2. Tender shall be opened at Office of SE RWC Bam at 1300 hours of 19th March’ 2025 in presence of intending Contractors or their authorized representatives. 
    3.  Payment is subjected to release of fund from the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. 
     4. The earnest money in the form of FDR/STDR of Nationalized bank/ Scheduled Bank should be deposited along with the tenders in the appropriate form as per the tender documents.  The tender  
          documents shall be issued on production of valid registration certificate of appropriate class and on payment by cash of Rs 5000.00 (Five thousand) only for being the cost of tender documents (non- 
         refundable) as   shown above against the work . 
     5. The tender documents can be obtained from the Office of Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha from 05/03/2025 to 19/03/2025 upto 1200 Hrs during office hours on all working days.  It is compulsory  
         for the Bidder, at his own cost, responsibility and risk, to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the site of works and its surroundings including source of earth, water, road aggregates etc. before  
        submitting the bid. It is essential for all the bidders to participate in Pre-bid meeting.  
 
 

 
Executive Engineer 

Rural Works Division, Mechukha 
Shi-Yomi District 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DEPARTMENT  
MECHUKHA DIVISION 

NO.EE/MKA/RWD /RIDF-XXX/NIT-01/2024-25                                                                                                                                                  Dated Mechukha the 3rd March’ 2025 
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

 
     The Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha Division on behalf of Governor of Arunachal Pradesh invites sealed Item rate tenders as detailed below from approved and eligible 
registered firms/ contractors with Appropriate class enlisted in CPWD/PWD/BRO/PSU as per Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) 
(Amendment) Act 2020 of Dated 02/11/2020 for the below mentioned work:- 

Sl 
No 

Name of work 
 

Estimated Cost 
put to Tender 

Earnest 
Money 

 

Completion 
period 

(in Months) 

Last date and time for 
receipt of application 

for issue of Tender form 

Last date and time of 
submission of Tender 
at SE RWC  Office Bam 

Date & time of 
opening of 

Technical bid 

Date & time of 
opening of 

Financial bid 
1 2 3 4 5  6 7 8 

1 Construction Road from PWD road to Roing village under 
Pidi Circle in Shi-Yomi District 12,35,00000.00 12,35,000.00 24 Months 

18-03 -2025, Up to 1200 
Hours 

18-03 -2025, Up to 
1200 Hours 

18-03-2025                     
at 1300 Hours 

19-03-2025                     
at 1000 Hours 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE CONTRACT 
     1.  Arunachal Pradesh District Based Entrepreneurs and Professionals (Incentives, Development and Promotional) (Amendment) Act 2020, NOTIFICATION DTD 02/11/2020, shall apply 
     2. Tender shall be opened at Office of SE RWC Bam  at 1300 hours of 18th March’ 2025 in presence of intending Contractors or their authorized representatives. 
    3. Payment is subjected to release of fund from the Government of Arunachal Pradesh. 
     4. The earnest money in the form of FDR/STDR of Nationalized bank/ Scheduled Bank should be deposited along with the tenders in the appropriate form as per the tender documents.  The tender documents  
          shall be issued on production of valid registration certificate of appropriate class and on payment by cash of Rs 5000.00 (Five thousand) only for being the cost of tender documents (non-refundable) as  
          shown above against the work  
     5. The tender documents can be obtained from the Office of Executive Engineer, RWD, Mechukha from 04/03/2025 to 18/03/2025 upto 1200 Hrs during office hours on all working days.  It is compulsory for  
          the Bidder, at his own cost, responsibility and risk, to visit, examine and familiarize himself with the site of works and its surroundings including source of earth, water, road aggregates etc. before submitting  
          the bid. It is essential for all the bidders to participate in Pre-bid meeting.  
 
 

 
Executive Engineer 

Rural Works Division, Mechukha 
Shi-Yomi District 
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KIMIN, March 7: 
Nagaland Governor La Ganesan, who 
is on a three-day visit to Arunachal 
Pradesh beginning Thursday, March 
6 observed that borders should serve 
as bridges of friendship, trust, and co-
operation rather than barriers.

Ganeshan, who is also the 
Chairman of the North East Zone 
Cultural Centre (NEZCC), made this 
observation while speaking at the 
Border Area Programme, organized 
by the Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
(ITBP), the district administration 
(Papum Pare), and the DBT-APSC&T 
Center of Excellence for Bioresources 
and Sustainable Development (Kimin) 
under the aegis of NEZCC, held at 
the CoE for BRSD at Kimin that wit-
nessed an enriching celebration of 
India’s cultural diversity and unity.

Speaking as chief guest on 
the occasion, Ganesan described the 
program as a celebration of fraternity 
and an opportunity to experience the 
richness of India’s cultural heritage. 
He highlighted that culture serves 

as a bridge connecting the past with 
the future and plays a pivotal role in 
uniting people. He applauded the pro-
gram’s aim of strengthening relation-
ships between border communities 
and fostering a sense of belonging 
among them.

The Governor emphasized 
the essence of Ek Bharat Shreshtha 
Bharat (One India, Great India), un-
derscoring how such initiatives pro-
mote communal harmony, cross-cul-
tural exchanges, and national unity. 
He urged that borders should serve 
as bridges of friendship, trust, and co-
operation rather than barriers.

NEZCC Deputy Director 
Prasanna Gogoi, in his speech, em-
phasized the role of culture as a 
unifying force. He highlighted how 
showcasing the rich heritage of In-
dia’s border regions fosters mutual 
understanding and national cohesion.

He also expressed gratitude 
to the ITBP, the DA, and the CoE for 
BRSD for their support in making the 
event a success.

Echoing similar sentiments, 
APSCS&T Director cum Member Sec-
retary C D Mungyak stated that the 
event demonstrates a shared com-
mitment to preserving and promoting 
India’s cultural legacy. He lauded the 
event for its role in showcasing the 
creative diversity of the Northeast 
and fostering community bonds and 
cross-cultural interaction.

The program featured mes-
merizing cultural folk dance per-
formances by various tribes from 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Assam, 
and Himachal Pradesh. The vibrant 
showcase of traditions reflected In-
dia’s unparalleled cultural diversity.

Earlier, the Department of Art 
& Culture’s Song & Drama Unit artists 
set the tone with a soul-stirring patri-
otic group song, capturing the spirit of 
unity.

Among others, Secretary Art 
& Culture Tai Kaye, ADC Kimin Tage 
Tatung, officials from ITBP, PRI mem-
bers, and Gaon Burahs attended the 
event. 

Governor of Nagaland graces the 
Border Area Programme at Kimin

ZIRO, March 6: 
Union Minister of State (MoS) for 
Power and New & Renewable En-
ergy, Shripad Naik, reviewed the 
progress of various social and de-
velopmental schemes in Lower 
Subansiri district during a meeting 
with officers of the district adminis-
tration and HoDs here on Thursday, 
March 6.

The minister, who was on a 
visit to the district, mainly empha-
sised on five sectors: health, edu-
cation, banking, infrastructure, and 
agriculture and allied sector.

During the meeting, Dis-
trict Planning Officer Joram Tatum 
highlighted the progress of various 
flagship programmes in the district, 
while District Agriculture Officer 
Tasso Butung informed the minis-

ter of the success stories of paddy-
cum-fish culture in the Ziro valley. 
He also informed that Ziro valley is 
the highest producer of kiwi in the 
country, and that its kiwis are or-
ganically certified under the Mission 
Organic Value Chain Development 
for North East Region.

Civil Aviation Commissioner 
Swapnil Naik apprised the gather-
ing of the Krishi Udan Scheme – an 
initiative to improve the transporta-
tion of agricultural produce by air. 
“Under this scheme, Tezu airport in 
Arunachal Pradesh has been se-
lected and, if need be, the Ziro air-
port can also be recommended for 
its inclusion under this scheme to 
help the local growers,” he said.

The MoS commended the 
progress made by various depart-

ments, and said that Lower Sub-
ansiri is blessed with the potential to 
become the number one district in 
the state in all spheres.

He assured to provide help in 
clearing development projects and 
schemes at the Centre, “irrespec-
tive of ministries and departments,” 
to make Ziro valley self-reliant.

The review meeting was at-
tended by, among others, SP Keni 
Bagra, SDO Rani Perme, EAC 
Pema Dorjee, and HoDs.

Earlier, on Wednesday March 
5 the minister visited Gyati Takka 
General Hospital, the Integrated 
Aqua Park in Tarin, the Shivalinga 
in Kardo, the PMAY (urban) in Pai 
Gate, and Mihin Bagang Govern-
ment Secondary School in Hapoli, 
and reviewed their functioning. 

MoS reviews progress 
of schemes in Lower Subansiri

PASIGHAT, March 9: 
Unying Aran festival of the Adi com-
munity was celebrated at Mekong vil-
lage under Ruksin Subdivision, East 
Siang district with traditional fervor 
and gaiety. 

Joining the celebration East 
Siang Deputy Commissioner Tayi 
Taggu on March 9 urged the Adi 
community to carry forward their 
ancestral culture for their younger 
generations. He opined that all mem-
bers of society engage together and 
celebrate the moment during Unying 
Aran for the well being, happiness 
and glory of family, community and 
all human beings. 

Taggu asked the elite mem-

bers of the society to be dedicated 
for socio-economic and educational 
uplift of the local people. Commu-
nity people should work for overall 
development, he advised adding 
that such celebration brings unity 
and peace and inspire the people 
to maintain cordial relation and bet-
ter understanding among community 
members. 

The DC appreciated the or-
ganizing committee President Agin 
Taboh, Secretary Tapium Taboh and 
their associates for celebrating the 
festival in a befitting and grand man-
ner and said that it symbolizes the 
deep rooted culture and traditional 
values of the community. The very 

impressed DC on the occasion as-
serted that Mikong village has the po-
tential to be declared as the “Cultural 
Capital of East Siang District”. 

He assured to take initiative 
to grant 2.5 lakhs for construction of 
fencing of the village Dere in the pub-
lic interest and spared a small amount 
for promotion of cultural activities. 
Taking privilege, Taggu explained 
how wild animals and birds etc were 
essential for human habitation and 
discouraged hunting practices.

Early this morning Taggu 
planted saplings along with the DPO 
Tatak Mibang and villagers in mass 
plantation drive organized by the 
community members. 

Unying Aran celebrated 
with traditional fervor and gaiety

LIKABALI, March 10: 
Twenty livestock and poultry farm-
ers participated in an animal health 
camp organised here in Lower 
Siang district by Basar (Leparada)-
based ICAR AP Centre on Monday, 
March 10.

During the programme, vet-
erinary extension senior scientist 
Dr Doni Jini delivered a lecture on 
some common diseases of live-
stock and poultry.

Method demonstration on 
vaccination of poultry, drenching, 

and firsthand treatment of animals 
was also done.

After the health camp, vet-
erinary medicines like antibiotics, 
anthelminthics, and feed supple-
ments were distributed to the farm-
ers.

Animal health camp held

ZIRO, March 7: 
A group of students from the com-
merce department of the Indira Gan-
dhi Technological and Medical Sci-
ences University (IGTAMSU), led by 
the university’s Commerce Depart-
ment Assistant Professor Sweety M 
Marak, visited the trade & commerce 
department at the mini-secretariat 
building here in Lower Subansiri 
district on Friday, March 7 and inter-
acted with Trade Development Of-
ficer Tai Arun on various trade and 
commerce-related topics.

Responding to queries on top-
ics ranging from business to entre-

preneurship, startups, and import and 
export, Arun informed the students 
that “the state government is com-
mitted to ease of doing business in 
the state, and in this regard a single-
window online eodb portal has been 
launched through which all the impor-
tant public services, including issuing 
of trade licence, are being provided 
online.”

He further informed the stu-
dents about the Arunachal Pradesh 
Innovation & Investment Park, locat-
ed in Itanagar, “which is a dedicated 
body to provide access to resources 
and expertise to startups and new 

ventures.”
Further, he informed them 

about various loan schemes of the 
government in promoting entrepre-
neurship, and also told them about 
handholding training on export for lo-
cal prospective exporters, “which is 
being organised annually by the state 
trade & commerce department, in as-
sociation with Kolkata (WB)-based 
Indian Institute of Foreign Trade.”

The visiting team from the IG-
TAMSU and the trade & commerce 
department agreed to collaborate 
on trade and commerce-related pro-
grammes in the future. 

Students from IGTAMSU visits 
Department of Trade & Commerce 

DAPORIJO, March 7:
The Deputy Commissioner Tasso 
Gambo called on coordination 
meeting in proposed Hydro Project 
of Upper Subansiri here in circuit 
house Daporijo.

The objective of meeting 
was to create public awareness 
about the proposed 1605 MW H.E 
project of Menga of Upper Sub-
ansiri.

The DC in the meeting, said 
that every mega project such as 
Hydro etc mostly need of public 

awareness and support, thereby 
called a public awareness and co-
ordination meeting with stakehold-
ers, CBOs and Head of Tagin Clan 
Based Organisations he added.

Deepak Kr.Sagar GM pre-
sented detailed outlays of project 
viz.Submirge of areas and positive 
impact of the project.

Larji Rigia president TCS 
said that, more than 60 small and 
large villages are submerging as 
per concept map of Hydro Project, 
it was matter of concern about the 

inhabitants particularly of Tagin 
community, however, public must 
not to revolt or protest in the initial 
stage, let the State Government 
and elected leader be perusal for 
the betterment and re settlement of 
affected areas,for overall develop-
ment of District and state as whole 
he added 

The meeting was attended 
by, Mobia Tai ADC Kodak, Bal-
wan Kamlo,CO Paying, N.Bui C.O 
Dumporijo,Er Tajen Dulom S.M and 
many others.

Coordination meeting held
TAWANG, March 12: 
Aiming to raise awareness about 
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), 
including trademarks, patents, 
copyrights, and Geographical Indi-
cations (GI), and to encourage MS-
MEs to protect and commercialize 
their innovations, the Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce (ICC), with the 
support of the Ministry of MSME, 
Govt of India, successfully organ-
ized a National IP Yatra in Tawang.

Ishantor Sobhapandit, 
Regional Director – NER, ICC, 
highlighted ICC’s commitment to 
strengthening IP awareness, par-
ticularly through the Intellectual 
Property Facilitation Centre (IPFC) 
in Guwahati, which assists MSMEs 
in filing IP rights and securing re-
imbursements. Emphasizing the 
significance of GI rights, he cited 
Yak from Arunachal Pradesh as 
a notable GI-registered product, 
showcasing the rich cultural and 
economic value of indigenous re-
sources.

Talung Taloh, DDM, NAB-
ARD (Arunachal Pradesh), spoke 
on NABARD’s role in supporting 
GI filings, encouraging stakehold-
ers to leverage these protections 

for regional economic growth.
Jai Veer, Asstt Controller of 

Patents and Designs, Department 
for Promotion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of 
Commerce, Govt of India, deliv-
ered an insightful presentation on 
trademarks, copyrights, patents, 
and design rights. He highlighted 
bamboo products and hangers as 
examples of successfully patented 
innovations, reinforcing the impor-
tance of protecting unique prod-
ucts through IP laws.

Tsering Drema, Deputy Di-
rector Industries, Tawang district, 
encouraged local entrepreneurs 
and MSMEs to actively participate 
in the interactive sessions and lev-
erage the event to gain valuable 
insights into IP protection. She em-
phasized the rare opportunity such 
an event presents for Tawang’s 
business community.

Dr Suneeta Betgeri, Deputy 
Controller of Patents and Designs, 
DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce, 
Govt of India, provided a detailed 
presentation on trademarks, copy-
rights, design patents, and their im-
plications for MSMEs.

In his address, Tawang Dep-

uty Commissioner emphasized the 
strategic importance of Intellectual 
property rights for economic de-
velopment in Northeast India. He 
presented examples of well-known 
brands that have successfully lev-
eraged IP rights to establish their 
market dominance, highlighting 
how businesses can benefit from 
trademark, patent, and GI protec-
tion to enhance their brand value 
and prevent infringement. His ad-
dress underscored the need for en-
trepreneurs, artisans, and MSMEs 
to embrace IPR as a crucial busi-
ness asset.

The National IP Yatra wit-
nessed participation from sectoral 
manufacturers, government offi-
cials, MSME representatives, en-
trepreneurs, media personnel, and 
industry experts, all contributing to 
a vibrant discussion on the role of 
IP in fostering innovation, competi-
tiveness, and sustainable growth.

This initiative reaffirms ICC’s 
commitment to strengthening the 
Intellectual property ecosystem 
in Northeast India and ensuring 
MSMEs benefit from government 
incentives, legal protection, and 
commercialization opportunities. 

National IP Yatra conducted


